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EDITORIALS 
Going Out From Us! 


Centuries ago a Greek poet observed that ‘“‘whom 
the gods destroy they first make mad.” A Com- 
missioner to the recent General Assembly, who is 
also a member of the Committee on Co-overation 
and Union, incensed at the mere suggestion that 
the Church need not get excited over something 
that is not likely to happen, as the Presbyteries 


had not been heard from, indicted as obstruction-— 


ists all who dared express an opinion, and all who 
are unwilling for the Southern Presbyterian 
Church to be destroyed were invited to get out 
and go to their own place, as “not being of us!” 


The Presbyteries should be grateful for this 


frank and positive announcement of the purpose 
of the Union Leaders, made to the General As- 
sembly in open session, where all could hear, 
and not fail to understand. It is to be wondered 
if the members of the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union were not a bit embarrassed by this un- 
expected revelation! The fear often has been ex- 
pressed that the conservatives would split the 
Church. Now we are told by one of their own num- 


ber that the liberals will do this. No amount of | 


explaining can dismiss this threat. The challenge 
has been given in open Assembly and the issue 
is now clearly before the Church. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal does. not 
believe that those who wish for the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church to continue its life and testi- 
mony as a Christian denomination in friendly co- 
operation with all Churches of Christ will accept 
the suggestion that they go out! The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal] believes that confidently it 
can wait the verdict of the Presbyteries when the 
time comes for them to speak out and be counted. 

In this Conviction, “with malice toward none 


and with charity for all’ The Southern Presby- . 
terian Journal takes its stand. It raises a Standard 


to which all who love the Southern Presbyterian 
Church and want it to live, can come!—H.B.D. 


Going Out 


The suggestion was made at the recent meeting 
of the General Assembly, in an exceedingly bitter 


speech, that those who oppose organic union, get 
out of the Church. | | | 


Well we are not going to get out of our church, 
the great Southern Presbyterian Church: It was 
the Church of our fathers. It is our church, and 
we love it. | 


We love it for the doctrines it stands for. It 
believes in the plenary inspiration of the Bible: 
and we want to hold fast our Bible. 


It believes in the headship of our divine Saviour; 


and we are going to hold fast to Him who is very 


God. 


It believes in the blood stained cross, where 
our Saviour died, whose blood cleanses from sin 
and makes vicarious atonement for us; and we 
are not going to give up the cross and its blood. 


It believes in miracles, and the firm faith of 
our Church in the supernatural is dear to us. 


It believes that our precious Saviour is coming 
again in glory; and to that hope we hold fast. 


We love it for the polity it stands for. 


It believes in the perfect parity of the ruling 
Pe teaching eldership, and to that parity we hold 
fast. 


Jt believes in the diaconate, as instituted by 
the New Testament, and we will hold fast to our 
deacons, and not have them thrust out by man 
made trustees. 


We love it for its glorjous work in home and 
foreign missions. And these foreign missionaries, 
almost to a man, are opposed to organic union. 
Shall these be forced out? | oa 


_ We love it for the glorious men and women it 
has produced. Great, eloquent, orthodox preach- 


ers, and splendid missionaries. 


_ No, we are not “going out,” and we are not 
going to be thrust out of the house of our fathers 
) And so long as we have a majority of the Presby- 
teries to protect us, we are not going to be put out. 


The vi suggestion was a shameful thing. 
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Scriptural Science 


.“A)] flesh is not the same flesh: but there is 
one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, 
another of fishes, and another of birds.” I Cor. 


15:39. 


Nothing has contributed more to uncertainty 
regarding the authority and authenticity of the 
Bible than unwarranted capitulation to the evo- 


jutionist. 


Some good men, confused and bewildered by the 
statements of some scientists, have taken refuge 
in “Theistic Evolution,” saying, “Well, if evo- 
lution is true, I believe God has simply used it 
as a means to accomplish His plan.”’ 


We believe many problems of the sincere thinker 
will be solved if he recognizes that between the 
frst and second verses of the first chapter of 
Genesis there was evidently a great hiatus of 
time. The all-important difference in concept is 
that the Bible teaches us that man was created 
a perfect being, in the image of God, and by sin 
fell from that estate, while the evolutionist teaches 
tht man is an evolved being, ever going onward 
and upward. The first recognizes that God has 
provided a way back to himself, in the person of 
His Son; the second glorifies man and what he 
can do. To one the “missing link” is an ape; to 
the other this link is to God through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. | 


For fear of apparently being scientifically fool- 
ish we often let the evolutionist get by without 
answering questions one has the right to ask. Just 
a few of these may be cited. Why do fruits and 
vegetables “run out’, become smaller and less 
productive if left to themselves? Why does stock, 
without the breeder’s supervision, decrease in size 
and quality? Why is human bood and animal blood 
so different that they cannot be typed and cross 
matched together? Why, are there plants which 
can only be pollenized by certain insects, where- 
as, if the evolutionary hypothesis is correct, these 
plants existed for thousands of years before these 
Insects came into being. Vegetable life is a prey 
to insects. And yet, both vegetation and insects 
are supposed to have been in existence thousands 
of years before the birds. 


Nothing more unscientific and unwarranted has 
ever been foisted on a credulous public than the 
s0-called pre-historic man, reconstructed from a 
jaw bone, and a rib with the aid of an abounding 
Imagination. These reconstructions are found in 
our museums and we see pictures of them in our 
text books, and yet honest scientists admit they 
are unproven. | | 


Years ago we had a cook in China—bless his 
heart—who, if his skull is dug up by some future 
scientist”, will probably provide the “missing 
link” so long sought for and yet so elusive. 


_At the Capetown meeting of the British Asso- 
“ation in 1929, Prof. D.M.S. Watson said, ‘‘Evo- 
lution is a theory universally accepted, not be- 
cause it can be proved to be true, but because 


the only alternative, Special Creation, is clearly 


incredible,” 


| The Bible is not a text book of science but it 
“yet to be proven scientifically inaccurate. 


What is infinitely more important, it is the only 
Book which accurately tells of the past, the pres- 
ent and the future. Speculative hypotheses have 
their place in scientific research but no facts yet 
discovered have brought discredit to the Word of 


God, and they never will. —L.N.B 


Youth For Christ 


The most encouraging evangelistic movement in 
America today is, we believe, the Youth For Christ 
movement. At present, in over 300 cities meetings 
are held each Saturday night in municipal, school, 
and other neutral auditoriums and the attendance 
is running into the hundreds of thousands. At each 
meeting there are decisions for Christ and these 
young people, new converts and the other mem- 
bers of the audiences are sent into their regular 
churches, to bring new life and enthusiasm into 
the individual congregations of which they are or 
become members. ; 


A few weeks ago we were in Chicago on Satur- 
day night and decided to see first-hand just what 
is being done. We went to Orchestra Hall in what 
we thought was time for the regular meeting but 
found all of the 5,000 seats filled and had to be 
content with a seat in the fourth balcony. This en- 
thusiastic. response has been seen, we were told, 
every Saturday night for a year. One night they 
took over the Stadium (where the Democratic 
and Republican conventions were held), packed all 
the 30,000 seats and turned 5,000 away. On May 
30th of this year they took over Soldier Field 
and 70,000 came. 


The leadership in this movement has been 
eminently wise. They seek the support and back- 
ing of the ministers in the. city where the work 
is to be started, have a minimum of organization 
and stress a personal experience between their 
hearers and the Savior, after which they are ex- 
pected to make their witness count as loyal mem- 
bers of the Church of their choice. 


The results have been so continuous and so 
impressive that a Presbyterian pastor in Seattle 
recently said he felt it the greatest revival move- 
ment since the days of Moody. 


Even the seeular press has been deeply im- 
pressed. One pictorial] section of the Chicago Daily 
News was recently given over to pictures taken 
during one meeting. Colliers and-News Week have 
devoted long and sympathetic articles to what 
their representatives had seen. 


The response of youth to the appeal of. the old 


‘Gospel message is something to encourage and 


warm the hearts of all who see the results. 


One instance of how it works. Two weeks ago 
a sailor on leave was visiting his fiance, a Chris- 
tian girl. That night she asked him to go with her 
to the Youth For Christ meeting. There was the 
usual attractive programme and a straight from 
the shoulder message. When the invitation was 
—_— this sailor was the first of scores to go for- 


The results have been so spectacular and lasting 


_we should thank. God and take courage.—L.N.B. 
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The Primacy Of Purity 


The first duty of a Christian is to do the will of | 


God. According to Weymouth’s translation of I 
Thessalonians 4:3 we find these words: “It is God’s 
will that you be pure.” St. James contended in the 
third chapter of his epistle that purity is the 
primary quality of heavenly wisdom. He wrote 
“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure 
then peacable.” There are other characteristics of 
this wisdom but purity stands at the forefront. 
Bishop Westcott has told us that this term “first 
pure” suggests “the notion of shrinking from con- 
tamination, of a delicate sensibility to pollution of 
any kind.’’ The book of Revelation reminds us 
that the saved in the City of God walk in white 
raiment. 


It is little wonder that the Bible pleads for 
purity when we realize that holiness is the most 
essential quality of God’s character. There have 
been many foolish discussions regarding the at- 
tributes of God. Some affirm that one attribute in 
His character is greater than another. In our 
day the attribute of love is the one emphasized 
as the most important quality of the divine nature. 
As a matter of fact, since God is an infinite 
Being all the attributes of His character must be 
coextensive. We are not going to argue this point 
save to say that though the attributes of God are 
equal we believe that the central attribute in the 
Christian conception of God is His holiness. Our 
greatest theologians from Charnock to B. B. 
Warfield have maintained that God’s. holiness is 
His crown and His glory. When we affirm that 
God is holy we mean that He is absolutely and 
completely separated from sin and every form of 
uncleanness. His holiness includes wholeness, 


righteousness and moral soundness. It includes His - 


revulsion from any form of evil no matter how- 
ever small. Dr. Thornwell evidenced his theological 
genius in making holiness the glory of all of God’s 
other perfections. He contended that it was this 
quality that made God to be an object of worship 
and reverential trust. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, when we realize the centrality of the idea 
of God’s holiness that purity should have the place 
of primacy in the Christian life. It is significant 


that before our Lord prayed for the unity of His | 


disciples that He first prayed for their purity. 


We need a renaissance of preaching upon the 
primacy of purity in every sphere of life. There 
are three spheres that instantly come to mind. One 
is purity of speech. It is well known that the most 
common sin in America today is profanity. Many 
need to confess before God with Isaiah, “I am a 
man of unclean lips.’”’ Coupled with this profanity 
is vulgarity and all sorts of filthy conversation. 
Such insults God and is an affront to His holiness. 


We must also plead for purity in the matter 
of doctrine. When Castellion questioned the three 
books attributed to Solomon, particularly the Song 
of Songs, Calvin wrote in regard to this exami- 
nation, “We unanimously judged him one who 
might be appointed to the functions of the pastor 
except for a single obstacle which opposed it. 
When we asked him according to custom whether 
he was in accord with us on all points of doctrine, 
he replied there were two on which he could not 


share our views; one of them being our ascribip 
the Song of Solomon in the number of te. 
books. We conjured him first of all not to perm; 
himself the levity of treating as of no account the 


_ constant witness of the universal church; we re. 


minded him that there is no book the authenticity 
of which is doubtful about which some discussioy 
has not been raised.” He further wrote on this 
case, “We also exhorted him against trusting yp. 


_ reasonably in his own judgment, especially where 
_ nothing was taught which all the world had no 
_ been aware of before he was born. All these argy. 
ments having no effect on him, we thought jt 
_ necessary to consider among ourselves what we 
_ ought to do. Our unanimous opinion was that 
_ would be dangerous and would set a bad precedent 
_ to admit him to the ministry in these circumstap. 


ces. We should thus condemn ourselves for the 
future to raise no objection to another should one 
present himself and wish similarly to repudiate 
Ecclesiastes or Proverbs or any other book of the 
Bible | without being dragged into debate as to 
what is and what is not worthy of the Holy 
Spirit.” These Protestant brethren took this 


- action, not because they desired to be hard, but 
| rather because they saw the necessity of safe. 
_ guarding the purity of the Christian Church, In 


this action they were wise, much wiser than many 


of these successors. 


We also should recognize the primacy of purity 
in our Christian worship. The Protestant Re- 
formation sensed this in a high degree. They were 
convinced that sinful man can not be trusted to 


- form his own religion for himself, but must in 


-eondemned they 


all his religious functioning place himself unre- 
servedly under the direction of God in His gracious 
revelation. It is because of this that the Reformers 
‘called ‘“‘will-worship,” 
“formal worship” and “‘ostentation and ceremonies” 
which had become prevalent in the Roman Catholic 
Church. They believed that the Christian religion 
consists, not in the externalities of worship, but in 
faith united with a serious fear of God and a 
willing reverence. They were persuaded that the 
external expression in worship was important and 
should be strictly confined to what is prescribed 
by God. As Calvin put it, our worship should be 
“legitimate worship, agreeable to the injunctions 


of the law.” Expressing the same idea in another 
_ place Calvin wrote, “The divine will is the per- 


petual rule to which true religion is to be con- 
formed.” He asserted that newly invented modes 
of worship of God are tantamount to idolatry. He 
insisted that God can not be pleased by show 
ing contempt for what He commands and sub- 
stituting other things which He condemns, an 
that none would dare to trifle in such a manner 


with Him unless they had already transformed 


Him in their minds into another and different 


| Being. 


By a closer walk with our spotless and stainless 
Lord, and a willingness to bring “into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ” We 
shall come to perceive afresh the primacy of purity. 
Purity is our strength—as_ individuals or 45 


Church. The Scripture taught us this before Tenny- 


ke it seriously’ 


son. We plead for purity! May we | 
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Dedication Of The Home 


It has been my privilege to dedicate many homes. 
The service. was a very simple one: with members 
of the family, neighbors and friends gathered 
sound, hymns of childhood, church and home 
ang; earnest prayers of thanksgiving for all that 
hme means and petition for God’s protecting care 
to guard, guide and bless the home and each mem- 
yer; and the rededication of each one to the cause 
snd service of Christ. Often we saw tears in the 
ees of those present. But I have not dedicated 
,home for some time now. What has happened? 
[asked a man who had completed a lovely home 
fhe would not dedicate it. He replied, ““No. We 
night want to do something that would not be 
approved.” He would prefer to have a home which 
iid not invite the blessing of God. The war has 
made havoc of the home. True, services are held 
by chaplains on Sundays. But fighting goes on and 
travel and everything else, so that Sunday and 
hme take second place. The “housing”? problem 
takes toll from the old home idea; the radio pro- 
sams scream all sorts of mawkish, insipid sub- 
stitutes for reminders of home and church and God. 
That fine old piece of Scotch furniture, the family 
altar, is about gone. I saw in an antique shop some 
time ago, an old table, an old cap pistol, an old 
whisky flask and an old family Bible—three 
antiques! “God bless America!’”’ And the devil 
gees On Sweeping our country over with great 
waves of animalism, paganism, atheism, sexism, 
profanity and modernism in most insidious forms, 
tearing up everything dear and sacred. 


At whatever cost we must recover the Christian 
hme. Mr. Hoover of the FBI tells us that the 
hme is the citadel. If it is lost, all is lost. We 
have a Defense Council for war work. Why not 
oe for Home Work? Thousands would welcome 
some sort of move. Lop off a lot of things from 
our schedules and start a movement back to the 
Home. When we recover the home, we will recover 
alot of other blessings which we have lost. Parents 
must begin it. Start up the family altar morning 
and night or at least once a day. Don’t start the 
day without asking God to take care of us and 
guide and bless. Sing a verse of a hymn “My 
faith looks up to Thee,” or a like hymn. Hum it all 
day. Fix a verse of Scripture in your mind. Keep 
your soul in an attitude of prayer. Speak a word 
of hope and cheer to some one, for His sake. Put 


a Christian paper in the home. We see copies of | 


Life, Detective, Esquire, movie stars and all such 
literature” in the home, but when do you see a 
rligious book or Bible or a church paper? And 
the interior decorators have taken down all the 
good old pictures from our walls and put instead 
some cute little picture of a butterfly, pretty 

ver, deformed, impossible—formed and dressed 

les of ancient time which mean nothing good or 
artistic. What has become of copies of the master- 
pieces of art which stir the emotions of the heart 


and draw out the best in us because they tell us | 


of courage, faithfulness, purity, devotion and in- 
sire us with determination to do our best. A little 
butterfuly or bug picture doesn’t inspire me to do 
anything. Bring back the best pictures and put 
them and their mighty appeal back on the walls of 
a homes. I know at least one man who was won 
or Christ by an old-fashioned picture. Those 
queer ladies in such outlandish dress wont win any- 
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body to Christ or suggest anything good. And 
bring back the old piano and the old ballads with 
words and music which charm the savage beast. 
Most of the music of today suggest the savage 
beast. Unify the interests of the home. Today, if 
we have several members -in the home we have 
that many doctors, all different. And there are 
that many churches, often. Unity can be brought 


about if we want it and work and pray for it. It 


is worth doing our best for. And if we do not, God 


will dig our grave for us. —C.T.C 
The Prophylaxis Of 
Preoccupation 


These are not only two big words but they de- 
clare a universal truth. The heart and life fullest of 
God and good works leaves the least room for 
Satan and his tripping, soiling temptations, Per 
Contra, “An idle brain is the Devil’s workshop”. 
One is reminded here of the conversation report- 
ed between Ebenezer Webster and his two boys 
Ezekiel and Daniel. Hearing an ominous noise in 
the basement the old father calls down the cellar 
stairs; “What are you doing Daniel;’” To which 
there comes the reply ;—“Nothing, father.” ‘Well, 
what are you doing, Ezekiel?” “Helping Daniel,” 
comes the cryptical reply. That life is vulnerable 
because open and unoccupied is the burden of our 
Lord’s message about the man out of whom an 
evil spirit has gone. (Mt. 12:43-45). After a boot- 
less search for a better home the evil spirit returns 
to his former domicile taking with him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself. When he 
comes he finds it empty, swept and garnished. 
Cleaned and beautified yes, but alas, empty. The 
last state of that empty hearted man is far worse 
than anything he has known hitherto. Listen, how- 
ever, to Nehemiah (6:1-4). A sinister trap set 
for his utter undoing fails to close in over him 
because he says:—“I am doing a great work so 
that I cannot come down.” Any way we may be 
lured from a good work is always “down’’. God 
does not love or live in a vacuum. He is constantly 
calling for positive, useful, devoted service that 
will declare His presence in the heart. 

—S.McPh.G. 


> 
China - Communism 


And Missions 


The extent of Communistic influence in China 
will have a vital bearing on mission work in the 
post-war era. Our magazines and papers have been 
deluged with articles critical of the Central Gov- 
ernment for not welcoming the Communistic 
forces into the fold. In fact the impression has 
been given that it is the Communist armies who 
have held Japan at bay over the years. 


To all who are interested in future Christian 
work in China we would earnestly recommend the 
reading of two articles, “The Fate of the World 
Is At Stake in China” in the June Readers Digest,” 
and “Our Ally China,” part of a speech by Con- 
gressman Walter H. Judd, a former medical mis- 
sionary, printed in the June 18th issue of Time. 


These articles are like a breath of fresh air 
after the anti-Chiang and pro-Communistic writ- 
ings of Edgar Snow, Owen Lattimore, Harrison 
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Forman and others, some of them men totally lack- 
ing in an understanding of things Chinese and 
disgruntled by much that they find in Chungking. 


If you are interested in the future of Chris- 
tianity in China you must become aware of this 
struggle for power which is going on now.—L.N.B. 


_ Presbyterian Elder’s 
Dilemma 


Every Presbyterian elder, both ruling and teach- 
ing, can not escape his responsibility to face a 
grave dilemma. 


Within the ordination vows of both ruling and 
teaching elders we vow before God and in the pres- 
ence of the church that we will study and seek to 
maintain the peace and purity of the church. That 
seems like a noble ideal, but it is impossible. today. 


When we speak of the peace of the church we 
mean that we will not do anything that will disturb 
the calm order and the amicable relations of the 
members of the church. We will not break over the 
traces and cause schism and strife that will ruin 
the effective working of the church as an organi- 
zation and ruin its testimony before the world as 
a spiritual body. 


When we speak of the purity of the church we 
mean that we will seek to keep out of the doctrine 
and life of the church any foreign matter that 
would make it less than the true church in the 
pao and guilty before God of having added to the 

aith. 


But an elder can not do both of these things to- 


day. Matter foreign to the pure revelation of God, 
both in doctrine and life, has entered the church, 
and when any one speaks out against that foreign 
matter the peace is ruined and some modern Ahab 
will cry out “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” 


If we are to be faithful to our solemn ordination 
vows every elder in the Presbyterian Church must 
face honestly and earnestly the facts concerning 
the condition of our Church today and decide which 
is more important in the sight of God—peace or 
purity. We can not have both. —W.G.F. 


It’s There For You 


A lady passenger in other days, on a steamer 
from Boston to New Orleans came on board with a 
lunch basket heavy enough for the whole voyage. 
Daily she smelled the tempting odors from the 
dining room into which’ the other passengers 
pressed three times a day. Finally towards the end 
of her voyage the lunch having become quite stale, 
she decided that, regardless of the price, she would 
take one good meal in the dining room. On ap- 
proaching the steward regarding the price of the 
dinner she was told to her utter amazement that 
all the meals of the voyage were already paid for 
in her ticket. 


Do we as Christians daily in these tragic war 
times appropriate the riches of grace for which 
our Lord has paid in His supreme sacrifice? One 
thinks of the Courage that He can supply; the 
quietness and Poise that He makes over to us; the 


Hope glorious and undimmed which He plants ip 


the human heart; and the Power that He will place 


at the disposal of clean and obedient hands, 
| —S.McPh.G. 


‘Cut-Flower Christians 


From a popular, current magazine we discovered 
this figure. In many areas today we find Cut. 
Flower .Christians. Their Christianity has beauty 
grace, color, and fragrance but No Roots. There. 
fore it cannot sustain itself in the bitter winter 
winds or the scorching summer heat. Yet such 
experiences are inevitable. For the genuine, rooted, 
Christian these experiences only expose the fact 
of the residence of God in the soul. Cut-Flower 
Christianity cannot bring forth and bud and re. 
produce it’s kind. It’s a beautiful but brief and 
fading generation. It soon withers and is for. 


gotten. The utmost care cannot greatly prolong | 


the life of Cut-Flowers. The life of Cut-Flowers 
declares that a vital connection has been severed. 
Jesus speaks of such thus in Luke 8:18—“These 
have no root and in time-fall away.” Was there 


ever a day in which it was more imperative for. 


God’s people to be well rooted? We need roots 


that can reach down and out to “God’s river’ 


which according to His Word is “full of water.” 


_ Cut-Flower Christians can’t carry a cross. 


S.McPh.G. 


“QUO VADIS” 


(Whither Goest Thou) 
By P. T. Shanks” } 


Some years ago Dr. H. H. Sweets, chairman of 
the drive to raise three million dollars to estab- 
lish the Ministers Annuity Fund in our church, 
asked the writer to head up the drive in Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery. I took his request under consideration 
and there came into my mind the home of a 
Presbyterian minister in Virginia, who after years 
of fine service found his health failing, and could 
do no more than supply churches here and there. 
After eight or ten years of service of this type, 
he passed on to a well deserved reward. Because 
his income had never been adequate for his family 
needs, that family was left all but destitute. 


I wrote Dr. Sweets that I would take the job, 


and purposed in my heart to do all in my power 


to keep the fear of this sort of tragedy from 
the hearts of other ministers and their families. 
That summer, in June, July, August, and Septen- 


ber, in spite of failing health and business de 
mands, I visited at my own expense, every church 
in the Presbytery that had any semblance of life, 
and presented the matter with all the courage an 


sincerity I could muster. Committees were set up 
to carry on and I followed the work thru to a fin- 


ish. My joy was unbounded when the announce 


ment was made that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church had finished this magnanimous task and 


the victory was complete. There thus came to me 


a sense of pride that other ministers in their old 


age would have some freedom from fear of want 
and dire poverty. 


But during the past few years, grave nee 


hensions have possessed me, at least for some ~ 
our faithful servants of God. There is a movemen 
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on foot in our beloved church, well organized and 


determined, and backed by powerful influences, to 
effect a union between our church and the U. S. 


A. Church. If this union is consummated, and 


there are ministers who feel in their hearts that 
they cannot witness for their Lord in the new 
organization, and there are scores of them, all 
their rights in the M. A. F. will be swept away. 
Regardless of what he and his church have invested 
in it for him, he will be forced to “join up” 
or will be “kicked out.’? The history of such move- 
ments in the past bear me out in this, in spite of 
the fact that such movements have been called 
Christian and have been perpetrated in the name 
of Christ. Spiritual rights, individual rights, and 
property rights, have had very little weight against 
the craze for power that arises out of bigness in- 


stead of the Spirit of God. ae 


~The laymen of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
have established a fund to minister to God’s 
servants in their old age, for those who have min- 
istered to us in spiritual things, and it is incon- 
ceivable that we will stand for what is in the pic- 
ture when it is thrown on the screen and we can 
see it as it really is. 


If there is one trait that is outstanding in our 
American way of life, it is fairplay, and this trait 
comes to full flower in the heart of a real Pres- 
byterian, for he was born out of oppression. But 
you say such a thing as this can’t happen! Well, it 
is happening, and the stage is being set for the 
real thing. I appeal to the thousands of fine lay- 
men all over our church to stand with me, and say 
we shall not stand for it. I must confess that the 
more I think of it the more my heart becomes 
disturbed. 


Phe: in the First Presbyterian Church, Selma, 
a. 


Christ Our Peace 
IN RACE RELATIONS 


The Apostle Paul loves to linger on the thought 
that in reconciling sinners to God by His cross, 
Christ has broken down the middle wall of par- 
tition between man and man and reconciled both 
in one body to God. Through Him we both have 
our access in one Spirit unto the Father and grow 
together into a holy temple of the Lord. : 


Our great Georgia orator, Henry W. Grady saw 
the races of the South walking together in peace 
and contentment. Where people of different races 
or different cultures or different nationalities 
meet in Christ they do walk together in concord. 
The Synodical Conferences which our Committee 
of Woman’s Work has arranged for Negro women 
has done a notable service in meeting these neigh- 
bors in Christ. The Chapel program for Negro 
people, especially where the workers are our own 

hurch young people, offers a glorious oppor- 
tunity for both to have access through Him in one 
Spirit unto the Father. One can scarcely speak 
too highly of the influence of the Negro Sunday 
Schoo] conducted in Decatur by Elder Edward 
Jones, a connection of Dr. C. C. Jones who did 
such-a notable work for the Negroes in South- 
eastern. Georgia. Here the Columbia theological 
students and Agnes Scott girls, as well as the 


local young people, meet with members of the oth- 


er race in Christ. When they learn to know one 
another in Him it affects every other relationship 
and gives them a new slant upon these neighbors 
in the other connections they have with them. 


Out from such meetings in Christ we come to 
do our duty more adequately toward these neigh- 
bors who have so helped our lives as God gives 
each one to see his individual Christian responsi- 
bility. It is in this key that our General Assembly’s 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare calls for 
individuals to stand for justice and friendship be- 
tween the races, for efforts to improve educational 
and health advantages and to secure equal eco- 
nomic and political privileges. A Negro ought to 
receive equal pay for equal work, and justice ought 
to be done according to the offense not according 
to a man’s color. There are cases where leading 
white citizens need to make this clear to our 
juries. There are cases where we ought likewise to 
insist that courtesy and consideration be shown on 
public carriers—though I must say that the drivers 
of our buses have impressed me with their con- 
sideration and tact in handling difficult situations. 
Interracial Commissions are doing much to im- 
prove relations with and consideration for our 
Negro friends. Surely we ought to do more for 
these people who have meant so much in our lives 
and in the lives of our fathers. 7 


The Message to the Churches issued in January, 
1945 by the Federal Council’s Commission on a 
Just and Durable Peace, however, contains Recom- 
mendations For Action on race relations with which 
I cannot wholly concur. After properly speaking 
against race prejudice this program continues thus: 
“The churches should not only support all efforts 
to wipe out’ discriminations against minority 
groups, but they should also deliberately arrange 
co-operative programs in which racial barriers are 
broken down. We recommend active support b 
the churches of legislation: | 


Providing for a permanent Federal Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Commission; 


Providing for the repeal of poll tax and other 
discriminatory laws; | 


Providing for housing projects without dis- 
criminatory practices and other measures designed 
to advance the well-being and constitutional rights 
of Negroes and other underprivileged groups.” 


We dissent from this program presented by the 
Federal Council of Churches in its pamphlet A 
Message To The Churches, page 15, for several 


yeasons. First and foremost it is not rooted in 


Christ nor grounded in the Holy Spirit. There is 
nothing said here about redemption or regeneration. 
And it will not do to say that is taken care of else- 
where in the section of the pamphlet on The 
Christian Faith. These great Christian truths are 
not made fundamental there. Rev. H. E. Russell 
properly criticized the whole program for lack of 
evangelistic emphasis. Indeed, under The Chris- 
tian Faith gthe spirit which God employs” and 
“His spirit” are written with a little “s’’, thus 
treating God, the Holy Spirit, as a mere influence. 
Then this queer theology is propounded: ‘Men, 
though sinful, are made in His image.” Is the 
image of God sinful? God forbid! 
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While the English Churchman, D. R. Davies 
recognizes two humanities, the regenerated and 
the unregenerated, and warns of the impossibility 


of making Christian solutions for a non-Christian | 


society; these recommendations lump the two races 
together as closely as possible in competitive work 
and in the same housing projects without ever 
stating that they will need the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus, the regeneration by His Holy 
Spirit to live and work in peace and harmony. 


Then, it is not evident that this program is in 
accord with God’s plan of creation and Providence. 
God has made of one blood all nations to dwell 
upon the face of the earth, but He has also ap- 
pointed the bounds of their habitations, Acts 
17:26. Most of the Negro domestic help are un- 
willing to room in the home with the white family. 
Nature has put into their hearts the desire to re- 
_— to their own people when the day’s work is 

one. 


Again the three specific proposals are matters 
on which equally good Christians have different 
opinions. Before me lie the opinions of two lead- 
ing members of the Decatur Presbyterian Church, 
one our Congressman, as well as feature articles 
by Mark Sullivan and Louis Bromfield in the pub- 
lic press opposing the Federal] Fair Employment 
Practices Commission. There is another article by 
the most popular Methodist minister in Atlanta, 


Dr. Pierce Harris, insisting on the social separation | 


of the two races. 


In the South where there has been a measure 
of segregation in housing there are fewer race 
riots than in the larger Northern cities where there 
is indiscriminate housing and close labor compe- 
tition. Indeed, it is reliably reported that one of 
these Northern cities sent a commission to in- 
vestigate the situation in Atlanta and thereafter 
adopted as much segregation as was practicable. 


In this (DeKalb) county there are about six 
whites to one Negro in the population. Yet the 
only government housing project is for Negroes. 
It has better facilities than many of the poorer 
white families enjoy. But the white citizen who 
would advocate removing the discrimination against 
white people in this project would certainly be 
doing a disservice to the community. To gather 
under the same roof, without Christ or the Holy 
Spirit, whites and Negroes drawn generally from 
the lower cultural, economic, moral, and religious 
levels would promote discord. It would invite the 
same race troubles here that have recently swept 
through the great cities to the north of us. 


Some of us favor repealing the poll taxes by 
state action. Others favor the Federal Govern- 
ment forcing this step upon the states, and still 
others favor maintaining the poll tax. Shall the 
Church commit herself to the opinion of one por- 
tion of her children against the opinions of the 
other two portions? | 


If, in accord with the Federal Council’s Recom- 
mendations For Action, the churches “support all 
efforts to wipe out discriminations” whether these 
efforts be wise or foolish the amalgamation of 
the races may be expected to ensue. In human 
relations Calvinism recognizes only those distinc- 
tions which God has made, while Modernism seeks 
to erase all distinctions. In His Providence God 


has made differences in color as truly as He has 
made differences in sex. Our Churches discriminate 
when they choose women as circle leaders and mep 
as ruling elders. Many of our colleges admit only 
those of one sex. 


_A program which supports proper discrimina. 
tions wins support for its attack upon improper 
discriminations. God who has appointed the bounds 
of our several] habitations has given the churches 
no commission to wipe out the color line. He has 
commissioned us to preach the Gospel of His love 
to all nations. Thereby the churches give glory 
to God and promote peace and good will among 
men. | 


Here are a few random straws in the wind from 
our loca] situation. A Negro member of the At. 
lanta bar has won and holds the high respect of 
his white associates. The State of Georgia has 
repealed the poll tax requirement. The income of 


the average Negro family in Atlanta has risen 65 


percent in four years. Much remains to be done. 
If we go forward in Christ as our peace, much 
will be done by the special and the common 
grace of the Holy Spirit. —Wnm.C.R. 


Neglecting — Or Feasting 
On The Word 


The first three years after conversion, I neg- 
lected the Word of God. Since I began to search it 
diligently, the blessing has been wonderful. I have 
read the Bible through one hundred times and al- 
ways with increasing delight. I look upon it as a 
lost day when I have not had a good time over the 
Word of God. Friends often say: “I have so much 
to do, so many people to see, I cannot find time 
for Scripture study.’”’ Perhaps there are not many 
who have more to do than I have. For more than 
half a century I have never known one day when 
I had not more business than I could get through. 
For forty years I have had annually about thirty 
thousand letters and most of these have passed 
through my own hands. I have nine assistants al- 
ways at work corresponding in German, French, 


English, Danish, Italian, Russian and other lan- 


guages. Then, as pastor of a church with twelve 
hundred believers, great has been my care. Besides, 
I have had charge of five immense orphanages; 
also, at my publishing depot, the printing and cir- 
culating of millions of tracts, books and Bibles. 
But I have always made it a rule never to begin 
work till I have had a good season with God. The 
vigor of our spiritual] life will be in exact propor- 
tion to the place held by the Word in our life and 
thoughts. —George Muller. 


A new booklet, “The Death We Face,” by Rev. 
John R. Richardson, D.D., is just off the press. 
These are excellent to give to friends who want 
to think seriously about this all important matter. 
They are available at 5 cents each, 50 cents 4 
dozen or four dollars per hundred postpaid. Twelve 
pages with blue art cover. Stamps acceptable for 
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_ The Headship Of Christ 
Dominion By Way Of Communion 
By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


The Apostle would allow neither bonds nor af- 
flictions to turn him aside from the ministry he 
had received of the Lord Jesus: To Testify The 
Gospel Of The Grace Of God. When our Lord 
Himself preached in Nazareth they wondered at 
the Words Of Grace which fell from His lips. In 
this day when flesh is being torn and hearts 
are being broken let us comfort God’s people 
with the message of the Father’s mercy. In the 
midst of his warmest debate on Church Polity, 
Thornwell stopped to declare that the government 
of the Church was second to the Gospel of the 
grace of God. There is a proper logic in this 
thinking. God brings us, His rebellious creatures, 
to Himself by the outpouring of His love for us 
in Christ. It is when we see Christ on the cross 
dying for our sins that we place Him upon the 
throne of our lives and of our Churches. God 
brings us into the obedience of Christian faith by 
the way of His gracious communion with us, by 
commending His own love for us in that Christ 
died for us, and by shedding abroad in our hearts 
that love by the Holy Ghost. 


When we come to Christ as our loving Saviour 
we come thinking generous thoughts of our King- 
ly Lord. Surely this dear Friend has not been 
short or parsimonious in the provisions He has 
made for us, His household of faith. When John 
Knox and his associates sought a Church according 


to the pattern shown in the mount, they did not do © 
so feeling that the Lord had put them into a 


strait jacket. They could not think such unworthy 
thoughts of their bountiful Redeemer. Trusting 
the wisdom of His loving and generous heart, they 
proclaimed Jesus Christ as the alone King in 
Zion. And thus they went to the Word of the King 
for Zion’s form of worship, her form of govern- 
ment, her form of doctrine, and her way of. dis- 
cipline. They seriously tried to:-make Him who is 
the Chiefest among: ten thousand and the One 
altogether lovely King and Head in: every depart- 
ment of Church life. : 


_ This approach bore definite and concrete fruits 
In the life of the Church of old Scotia. The every- 
day Scottish worshipper who loved to tread the 
courts of the Lord’s house in ways of God’s own 
ordering carried as certain a conviction that Christ 
was present with the means of grace—because 
they were of His ordering and administered in 
the way of His covenant—as any Roman Catholic 
was ever sure that Christ was in the mass. In- 
deed, it was this unshakeable conviction that 
brought down the house of Rome and established 


the Reformed faith in Scotland. When King — 


Charles I sent a Dean to read a High Church 
Anglican Prayer Book, without warrant of Christ’s 
written Word, Jane Geddes started such a com- 
motion that Prayer Book, Bishops and Archbishops 
were removed from the Church of Scotland. Yes, 
Charles found himself confronted with an army 
of Scottish plow boys in their blue. stockings ready 


to whip his black silk hosed cavaliers. And ithe 
Scottish troops marched under this banner, “For 


Christ’s Crown And Covenant.” The meaning of 
that glorious page in our Church history is that 
Christ alone is to be King in Zion and that 
Scottish covenanting Presbyterianism is to . have 
a faith, a government, a discipline and a worship 
only according to His Word. These were the things 
for which the Westminster Assembly was con- 
vened and for these several things the Divines 
made explicit provision from the Word of God. 


The Westminster Divines began their statement 
of the form of Presbyterian Government with a 
magnificent Preface setting forth the Headship of 
Christ as the keystone upon which rests all our 
government, worship, discipline and doctrine. This 
great Preface was taken over by all of the Pres- 
byterian bodies in America and is still found in 
the Churches of Scottish dissenting origin. How- 
ever, when the largest Presbyterian body rce- 
organized as a General Assembly for some reason 
they left out this cornerstone and substituted for 
it a set of Preliminary Principles drawn up per- 
haps by Dr. John Witherspoon. There are sonie 
fine things in these principles . . . but the best 
principles are a poor substitute for the Kingship 
and the Headship of Christ. Therefore, when we 
organized the Southern Presbyterian Church we 
restored this noble preface and built our second 
chapter of the Form of Government around it. 


Our Book states the Westminster Preface thus: 
“Jesus Christ, upon whose shoulders the govern- 
ment is, whose name is called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace; of the increase of whose govern- 


ment and peace there shall be no end; who sits 


upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom 
to order it and to establish it with judgmert 
and with justice from henceforth, even for ever; 


having all-power given unto him in heaven and in 


earth by the Father, who raised him from the 
dead, and set him on his own right hand, far 


above all principality and power, and might, and 


dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come, 
and hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be the Head over all things to the Church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth 
all in all; he, being ascended up far above ali 
heavens, that he might fill all things, received 
gifts for his Church, and gave all officers neces- 
sary for the edification of his Church and the per- 
fecting of his saints.” — 


We follow this by a great statement of the his- 
toric Scottish Presbyterian position thus: “Christ, 
as King, has given to his Church, officers, oracles 
and ordinances; and especially has he ordained 
therein his system of doctrine, government, dis- 
cipline, and worship; all which are either ex- 
pressly set down in Scripture, or by good and 
necessary consequence may be deducted there- 
from; and-to which things he commands that 
nothing be added, and that from them naught be 
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In the 58th paragraph of our Book of Church 
Order we draw the proper inference from these 
premises that the Church can make no laws bind- 
ing the conscience, but can require obedience to 
the law which Christ the King has given in Scrip- 
ture and can make rules or regulations for govern- 
ment, discipline, worship and extension agreeable 
to the teachings of Scripture, the circumstantial 
details only of these matters being left to Chris- 
tian prudence. Christ, the King, is the only law- 
giver. The Church regulates the circumstantial 
details. 

This principle that only the Word of God is law 
is carried into our Discipline. Law is essentially 
a command with a penalty affixed. And our Book 
defines an ecclesiastical offense, the proper ob- 
ject of judicial process, as nothing but what the 
Word of God condemns as sinful. If the Plan of 


Reunion were modified so as to embody the sun- 


dry provisions of our Book on the Headship of 
Christ it would remove one of the major ob- 
jections we have to that plan and also make it 
easier for the Presbyterian Churches of Scottish 
dissenting origin, which have magnified the Head- 
ship of Christ more than has the USA Church, to 
enter the merger. 


Our Larger and Shorter Catechisms carry the 


Headship of Christ into the conduct of Christian 
worship. According to these official] interpre- 
tations of the Word of God the primary question 
. is not whether the Awa Maria is beautiful music, 
or whether an altar arrangement suits a noted 
architect, or whether a picture or an image or 
dim religious light pleases an interior decorator. 
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If, these become our primary questions we shal] 
certainly promote the Roman Catholicizing of 
Protestant America. A _ religious masterpiece js 
one thing, the obedience of the faith is anothe; 
thing. The primary question for the servant of 
the Lord is this: Has the one King in Zion given ys; 
Scriptural warrant to introduce these things into 
the New Testament worship of His Church? Ha; 
He authorized us to tread His courts in these 


‘ways? 


No doubt some minister is objecting, well we 
just cannot get our people to see things that way 
today. Of course, we cannot drive people to ar. 
cept the yoke of the Lord in these or in any 
matters. And no one of us can boast that he has 
brought every thought into captivity to Christ. 


It is only by the cords of love and by the bands 
of a man, of the God-man Christ Jesus, that the 
King of Love bows our stubborn wills to Himsel 
When the love of God is shed abroad in ou 
hearts by the Holy Ghost—when He is the moving 
force in the Church—His presence evokes from 
thankful hearts the obedience of Christian faith. 


The goodness of God leadeth us to repentance. 
The love of Christ constraineth us. The Apostle 
beseeches us by the mercies of God to present our 
bodies living sacrifices, holy, acceptable unto God 
which is our rational worship. Only the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost will enthrone 
Christ as King in our Churches or sanctify Him as 
Lord in our hearts. | ; 


An Inspection Of The Plan Of Union Presented 
By The Joint Committees Of U.S.A. 
And U. S. Presbyterian Churches 


By Rev. D. J. Woods, D.D.* | 


We commend the evidences of careful, pains- 
taking work presented in this book. 3 


A careful reading of it, comparing with our 
present standards, is well worth the trouble. _ 


The Confession of Faith and Catechisms pre- 
sented are our own Presbyterian U. S. standards 
along with our amendments. 


We should have no difficulty in agreeing upon 
these parts of The Plan of Union, if sincerely re- 
ceived by both parties. 


The Form of Government, Rules of Discipline 
and Directory of Worship are more detailed and 
in many respects superior to our own. The Re- 
gional Synods present a rather radical change; 
but a change necessary for a body so much larger 


in territory and membership than our present — 


— bodies. As to exceptions, I must emphasize 
0: 


In Chapters 7:2; 8:1; 13:1; 14:4; 15:7, Page 
106, and 21:7, Page 123, of Form of Government 
of this plan, there is a distinct and dangerous de- 
preciation of the Ruling Elder. The minister ab- 
sorbs the function of the Ruling Elder and as- 


sumes the title of Bishop. In ordination and in- 
stallation the Ruling Elder is ruled out. We must 
remember that no court of our Church is con- 
stituted without the presence of the Ruling Elder. 
While the minister, for very good reasons, is under 
the authority of the Presbytery and not of the 
Session of any particular Church, yet the Ruling 
Elders of the Churches are essential members and 
usually a majority of the Presbytery. And they 
should take part in ordination and _ installation 
services of ministers as well as of congregational 
elders. History makes it plain that the first step 
the departure of the early Church from the sin- 
ple, apostolic, presbyterian government in its 
downward course through prelacy to popery, was 
the demoting of the Ruling Elder and the undue 
exaltation of the minister as a Bishop. There was 
no separate office of Bishop in the New Testa- 
ment. As supervisors all Elders were bishops. 
large feature in the strength of our Presbyterian 
system is in the presence as equals in authority of 
our Elders. We ministers need them to 

our presumptions and to advise us in many prac 
tical matters where they are wiser than we. 
much as to government. 


But my chief difficulty in agreeing to organic 
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ynion does not appear on the surface of this plan. 
It goes deeper. I speak the truth here in love with- 
out self-righteousness as an individual or as to 
our own Presbyterian body, U. S. Unless one were 


- blind he cannot fail to see that it is not necessary 


in our sister U.S.A. Church to believe their Con- 
fession of Faith. On so important an issue as or- 
ganic union it is better to be very frank before 
agreeing. Witnessing to the truth is a more im- 
portant duty of the Church than outward unity. 
I] would love to see this if it were a unity of real 
spiritual affinity and not of mechanical pressure. 
If we are a witnessing body and essential beliefs 
contained in our standards are questioned, why 
should we not witness? To so witness concerning 
matters already in the Confession does not require 
the assent of the presbyteries as would amend- 
ments to the Confession. But if there is an issue, 
why should we quail and falter? We know that 
back in the 1920s the Assembly U.S.A. directed 
that no minister should be ordained in that body 
who would not receive five confessional statements 
which were being widely passed over. They were 
in the Confession already and therefore did not 
require action by the presbyteries. They were 
being denied and therefore called for testimony. 
Note as to our own Confession of Faith five refer- 
ences. These are contained in their Confession 


1. Authority of Scripture. Confession, Chapter 


I, Larger Catechism, Question 3; Shorter Cate- 
chism, Question 2. In Brief Statement, VI. 


2. Virgin Birth of Christ. Brief Statement VIII, 
Confession VIII:II. Larger Catechism, Question 
37. Shorter Catechism, 22. 


3. Christ’s Sacrifices for Sin a Satisfaction. 
Brief Statement VIII and X. Confession VIII:V. 


Larger Catechism 44, 70, 71. Shorter Catechism 
25 and 33. 


4, Resurrection of Christ’s Body. Brief State- 
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ment VIII, Confession VIII:IV. Larger Catechism 
52 and Shorter Catechism 28. The Apostles’ Creed 
contains explicitly the last three of these. 2nd, 
3rd and 4th. 


6. Miracles. The Confession Under God’s Works 
of Providence. Chapter V:III. 


I believe that most of the ministers in the U.S.A. 
Church believe and confess these truths. But we 
also know that the really controlling element de- 
nies the necessity of such beliefs. The whole con- 
fessional expression of Calvinistic belief is de- 
rived from acceptance of Bible teachings—Bible 
facts as our authority and human reason as our . 
instrument. When human reason becomes the au- 
thority we have rationalism and that is now called 
modernism. Note analogy here to natural science. 
Facts the authority; reason the instrument. 


I sympathize deeply with our brethren in the 
border Synods who long to avoid local rivalry and 
division. But this corporate unity must not be pur- 
chased at the price of suppressing our witness to 
fundamental truths. We have seen the sad effects 
of forced union of the Methodists in this section; 
and of the U.S.A. union in wrecking the Cumber- 
land Church. Until our U.S.A. brethren return to 


the necessity of Presbyterian ministers accepting 


ex animo their own confessions we shall not risk 
corporate union. 


We would not be happy; we would be com- 
promising in our witness; we would divide our 
Zion. So let us continue to kindly and honestly 
co-operate; avoid entering territory which should 
be U.S.A. or U. S.; adjust relations of congrega- 
tions and presbyteries locally, until these funda- 
mental differences have disappeared; work to- 
gether until our friendship shall not require de- 
bates and legal proceedings, until we come to- 
gether because we cannot stay apart. — 


*Clinton, S. C. 


- Meeting Of The Eighty-Fifth General Assembly 
Of The Presbyterian Church In The United States 


The Eighty-Fifth General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States convened in 
Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, N. C., on Thurs- 
day evening, May 24, at 7:30 P. M. 


The opening devotional service was led by Dr. 
Henry Wade Dubose, President of the Assembly’s 
Training School at Richmond, Va. : 


Dr. Charles L. King, of Houston, Tex., retiring 
moderator, preached the opening sermon. His 
subject was, “The Prosperity And Enlargement 
Of The Church. ” Instead of taking a text from 
the Bible he quoted from the Book of Church 
Order, Chapt. 17, Paragraph 90: “The General 
Assembly shall have power—to concert measures 
or promoting the prosperity and enlargement 
of the church.” 


Dr. King spoke of his privilege of travelling 20,- 


000 miles during the past year in visiting many of 
the people of our Assembly and of his growing 
conviction that “they have spiritual capacities that 
have never been challenged by a General As- 


sembly.” 


Basing his appeal on the assertion of a recent 
writer that this war “is the birthpangs of a new 
order, which will have continuity with the past 
but which will emerge as something different 
from its parent, precisely because it is new and 
new things do happen in the world of history,” 
he mentioned a few challenges which he felt the 
General Assembly should place before its people. 


First he called for more “Creative Thinking and 
Writing,” stating that “the theological atmosphere 
of our Church has not been conducive to creative 
effort. We have been too suspicious and critical 
toward that which was new or different from the 
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fare to which we have been accustomed. Such an 
attitude does not encourage men who for years 
have studied biblical and theological subjects 
to venture forth and tell us the conclusions of 
their thinking.” 


His second appeal was for more emphasis on 
Christian Social Action. He spoke of the plight 
of the Southern tenant farmer and of the Negro’s 
future in the South. | 


His third challenge was for larger co-operation 
with other Protestant bodies. 


His fina] challenge was for “A Larger Use of 
the Resources of Christian Faith.”’? He asked that 
our Assembly “call upon some of its gifted souls 
to study the literature and techniques by which 
the cults and isms revitalize our own people who 
have come to them, and then show Presbyterians 
how they have and can use resources in their 
faith to accomplish what is desired.”’ 


At the conclusion of the sermon Dr. King called 
the Assembly to order and led in prayer. 


The stated clerk announced that there was a 
quorum present. | 


Dr. R. C. Anderson, .President of the Mountain 
Retreat Association. welcomed the Assembly to 
“its home.” | 


Election Of A Moderator 

The following were nominated as Moderator: 
Dr. Lloyd M. Courtney, Pastor of Old Stone 
Church of Lewisburg, W. Va.; Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan, for years Executive Secretary of As- 
sembly’s Home Missions Committee; and Dr. 
Thomas K. Young, Pastor of the Idlewild Church 
of Memphis, Tenn. Dr. McMillan pled with the 
Assembly to allow his name to be withdrawn but 
this was not done. 


On the first ballot the vote was: Dr. Young 156, 
Dr. Courtney 107, and Dr. McMillan 84. On the 
second ballot Dr. Young received 202 votes and 


Dr. Courtney 140. On motion of Dr. Courtney | 


the election was made unanimous. 


Election Of Clerks | 
Dr. Scott nominated as Assistant Clerk Rev. 
P. J. Garrison; and as Temporary Clerks, Rev. 
Ernest J. Arnold, Rev. Harold C. Smith, and Rev. 
Samuel N. Cramer. These were elected. 


SECOND DAY 


Friday, May 25th. 


Communications were read and referred to the 
proper Committees. Overtures were also referred 
to the respective Committees. Chairmen of Stand- 
ing Committees were announced and the sections 
met for the nominating of men to the various 
Standing Committees. 


At 10:00 A. M. the devotional service was led 
by Rev. S. Hugh Bradley, of Decatur, Ga. 


Executive Committee Reports 
Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., Secretary, presented 
the report of the Stewardship Committee. This was 


an excellent report and showed the largest gifts © 


by the Church since 1937. 
‘Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary, pre- 


sented the annual report of the Executive Com. 
mittee of Foreign Missions. This showed “One 
of the richest years in spiritual results that our 
Missionaries have ever enjoyed,” notwithstanding 
the disruption of the work in all fields and par. 
ticularly in China, Japan, and Korea. There were 
4,322 additions on Profession of Faith. 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary of 
Home Missions, brought the report for that Com. 
mittee. “The Assembly’s Home Mission Council 
at its meeting last February summoned all the 
Home Mission Forces to three supreme emphases 
which should be given first place: 


“First, the winning of men and women to Christ, 
always with the profound conviction that without 
Him they are lost, lost in this world, and lost in 
the world to come. | 


“Second, the recruiting of choice young men 
for the Gospel ministry and choice young women 
for mission work at home and abroad, always 
remembering to pray the Lord of the Harvest that 
He thrust forth laborers into His Harvest. 


“Third, the acquainting of the rank and file of 


the constituency of our Church with the facts of 


the Home Mission opportunity, especially with the 
magnitude of the opportunities yet untouched.” 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, pre- 
sented the report of the Committee on Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief. We now have 
475 candidates for the Ministry of whom 185 are 
in the armed forces, 166 are in the seminaries 
and 64 in college, and 3 are not yet in college, 
45 are engaged in other work, and the location of 
12 unknown. 


' Dr. E. D. Grant, Executive Secretary of Re- 
ligious Education and Publication, brought the 
report for that Committee. “I sought the Lord, 
and he heard me, and delivered me from all my 
fears.”” “‘These are the grateful words of one 
who, centuries ago, in the midst of evil days, re- 
discovered the goodness of the Covenant-keeping 
God. They reflect accurately also the experience 
and conviction of the Executive Committee of Re 
ligious Education and Publication at the end of 
a most difficult period in its history.” 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary of Won- 
an’s Work, presented the report of this Commit- 
tee. This was an excellent report and showed the 
largest gifts to all causes in the history of the 
organized woman’s work in our Church. The nevw- 
ly elected Assistant Secretary, Mrs. W. Mu 


-MacLeod, and Mrs. John P. Walker, Chairman of 


the Committee on Woman’s Work, were introduced 
to the Assembly. “The record of the year would 
seem to prove that the difficulties and problems, 
which days such as these bring, have led to 8 
greater dependence upon God for whom ‘there 1 
nothing too hard!’ and with whom ‘all things 
are possible,’ and that the strains and sorrows have 
drawn Christians closer to ‘the God of all com- 
fort.’ To Him, therefore, we would render thanks 
giving for the spiritual growth and farreaching 
service of the women of the Church.” : 


Dr. Henry Wade DuBose, President of the A* 
sembly’s School for Lay Workers, presente 
report for that school. “The General Assembly’ 
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Training School gratefully reports a year of en- 
couraging progress and humbly thanks God for 
many blessings. The Faculty has been strength- 
ened. The student body has been considerably 
increased. Notably progress has been made in a 
program of supervised field work.” 


Dr. Dan T. Caldwell, Director of the Defense 
Service Council, brought the report of the Council. 
“The defense Service Council in submtiting its 
fourth annual report to the General Assembly 
would first of all give thanks to Christ, the great 
head of the Church, for the manifest blessings 
which He has bestowed upon our efforts to serve 
the men and women in the armed forces of our 
Country. We believe that the year immediately 
ahead will probably offer opportunities equal to 
or surpassing those of any of the years in which 
the Council has been in existence.” | 


Dr. E. C. Scott was re-elected for a term of 
three years as Stated Clerk and Treasurer of the 
Assembly. 


Dr. George A. Long, of Pittsburg, Pa., brought 
fraternal greetings from the United Presbyterian 
Church, and Dr. Joseph Grier brought fraternal 
greetings from the Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church. 


Rev. Frank W. Langham presented the annual 


report of the American Bible Society. During © 


1944 the Society distributed 12,403,541 volumes 
of the Scriptures, the largest number in a single 
year in its long history. : 


Other reports were referred to the various 
standing committees and recess was taken at 4:00 
P, M. in order that the standing committees might 
begin their work. 


On Friday evening at 5:45 o’clock a Ruling 
Elders Fellowship Banquet was held at the As- 
sembly Inn. The address was delivered by Judge 
John A. Sibley, of Atlanta, Ga., on the subject, 
“The Church’s Contribution To The Peace Of 
The World.”’ 


At 8:00 P. M. a popular meeting was held in 
the interest of Foreign Missions, with Dr. Homer 
McMillan presiding. Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, 
Candidate Secretary, was introduced. Miss Carolyn 
Stowell spoke on “Why I Am Going To Brazil.” 
Mrs. William Pruitt, who with her husband has 
volunteered for work in Africa, spoke of the 
challenge of that field. Dr. Kerr Taylor introduced 
ev. Jack Vinson, who spent three years in a Ja- 
panese Internment Camp in the Philippines. He 
brought a fine message. 


THIRD DAY 


Saturday May 26th. 
Dr. R. C. Anderson invited the Assembly to 


come back to its church home for next year’s 


meeting. The invitation was heartily accepted. 


A resolution offered by Dr. John M. Wells was 
adopted asking the Standing Committee on the 
Montreat Assembly to consider the matter of 
holding the summer conferences in view of the 
lifting of the ban on sports events. 


Dr. Walter L. Lingle, Chairman of the Commit- 


tee on Foreign Relations, submitted a partial re- 
port recommending that the following telegram be 
sent to the U.S.A. Presbyterian Assembly: ‘‘Mind- 
ful of our common heritage and of our fellowship 
in Christ, The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States sends to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America affectionate greet- 
ings with a prayer that we may be brought into 
a closer fellowship in Christ Jesus.” This was 
adopted. 


A communication from Orange Presbytery ask- 
ing that the Moderator or such person as he may 
appoint attend their Seventy-Fifth Anniversary 
Meeting on September 10, was acted on favorably. 


Dr. John M. Alexander, Chairman, presented 
the report of the Ad Interim Committee on Radio, 
which was adopted. The Assembly established a 
Permanent Committee on Radio, and approved the 
effort to extend the Presbyterian Hour so as to 
cover the territory served by our Church. 


The morning devotional service was led by Rev. 
M. A. Boggs, of Little Rock, Ark. | 


In the afternoon the Assembly heard Rev. Rich- 
ard T. Gillespie, Candidate Secretary of the For- 
eign Mission Committee; W. Roy Bregg, of the 
Allied Youth Movement; and Rev. Aubrey N. 
Brown, Editor of The Presbyterian Outlook, re- 
porting for the delegates to the Cleveland Con- 
ference in January on a Just and Durable Peace. 


Rev. S. M. Inman presented the report of the 
Standing Committee on Evangelism, which was 
adopted. This report showed that we had 20,714 
persons added on a Profession of Faith during 
the past year. The Assembly heard Dr. H. H. 
Thompson in a stirring address. The program of 
Visitation Evangelism is to be _ given special 
emphasis during the coming year. 


Rev. W. A. Benfield, Jr., Chairman, presented 


the report of the Standing Committee on Chris- 


tian Education and Ministerial Relief, which was 
adopted. The moderator led the Assembly in prayer 
for our Candidates for the Ministry. 


A resolution offered by Dr. James Sprunt, ask- 
ing the President of the United States not to ap- 
point a representative to the Vatican, was referred 
to the Standing Committee on Foreign Relations. 


The report of the Ad Interim Committee on 
Names of Two Executive Committees, was read 
by the Stated Clerk and adopted by the As- 
sembly. This action calls for “fan Ad Interim Com- 
mittee to study the whole matter of the names, 
organization and functions of these two commit- 


tees (Christian: Education and Ministerial Relief 


and Religious Education and Publication), to- 
gether with the entire program of Christian Edu- 
cation in the Assembly, Synods, Presbyteries and 
local churches, and make such recommendations 
to the Assembly as may seem wise.” 


In the evening a popular meeting was held in 
the interest of Stewardship, with Rev. M. A. 
Boggs Chairman of the Standing Committee, pre- 
siding. Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., Secretary of Steward- 
ship, introduced the speaker, Mr. Kenneth Keyes, 
of Miami, Fla., who spoke on various phases of 
stewardship of life and possessions. 
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The Moderator read a telegram of greeting 
which had been received from the One Hundred 
and Fifty-Seventh General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., meeting in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


On Sunday the Assembly heard Dr. Walter 
Lingle, of Davidson, N. C., at the 11:00 A. M. 
service. The Communion Service, which followed, 
was presided over by Dr. James Sprunt and Dr. 
Parks Wilson, assisted by a number of Ruling 
Elders. 


In the afternoon a popular meeting was held 
in the interest of Christian Education and Minis- 


terial Relief, and in the evening a popular meet-_ 


ing was held in the interest of Home Missions. 


FOURTH DAY 


Monday, May 28th. | 
Dr. Sam B. Hay presented the report of the 
Defense Service Council. 


Chaplain Stroup brought an excellent message 
on the work of the chaplains in various parts of 
‘the world. 


The devotional service was led by Rev. T. W. 
Currie, Jr., of Fort Worth, Tex. Dr. C. Darby Ful- 
ton led the Assembly in prayer for our chaplains. 
The Moderator was asked by the Assembly to send 
a letter to the chaplains. 


Our Negro Work 


Dr. A. W. Dick, Chairman, read the renort 
of the Select Committee to consider the Nevro 
Work of our Church. This Committee recommended 
the appointment of an Ad Interim Committee to 
study the educational and evangelistic work among 
Negroes throughout the bounds of our Church. 


Dr. M. E. Melvin presented the report of the 
Assembly’s Home Mission Council on Evangelistic 
and Educational Work for the Negroes. This re- 
port showed that the Council was giving great 
consideration to the need and seeking to meet 
the need. 


Rev. Chester Alexander, of Orange Presby- 
tery, opposed adoption of the Home Mission Coun- 
cil’s Report, saying that a thorough study of the 
Negro Work had not been made, that the studv 
that was made was not an impartial one; and that 
work amoung Negroes. 
it makes no constructive suggestions for the whole 


Dr. D. H. Ogden, Jr., urged that we enter into 
a co-operative arrangement with the Presbyterian 
(U.S.A.) Seminary for theological study. 


Dr. Homer McMillan for years Executive Sec- 
retary and now General Secretary of the As- 
sembly’s Home Missions Committee, defended the 
report, saying that we are dealing with actual 
conditions and not theories. It had already been 
pointed out by Dr. Melvin that three exhaustive 
surveys had been made, one by the Works Com- 
mittee, another by the University of Alabama, and 
a third by a special Theological Seminary Commit- 
tee of our Church, and headed by Dr. McDowell 
Richards, President of Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary. Dr. McMillan spoke of Stillman Institute as a 
self-help school, training some 300 Negroes every 
year. Dr. McMillan said the Executive Committee 
is not satisfied with conditions there, but that 


these unsatisfactory conditions are due to the war 
and other causes which at present are beyond our 
control. He described the personality of the fine 
group of men and women who manage the affairs 


of Stillman as the equal of that of any of our 
-institutions for colored or white people and bore 


testimony to the great service they have rendered 
to the Church and to education. The Committee j; 
doing something about Stillman—we have a plan 
—we are on the way. 


Motion was made that the report of the Home 
Mission Council be substituted for that of the 
Select Committee. 7 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards spoke on the subject 
of the survey that had been made at Stillman. 
His Committee recommends a strong School of 
Religion at Stillman. 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor spoke of the fine work 
being done at Stillman and paid tribute to its 
devoted Board of Trustees. 


Dr. Walter Lingle recommended a restudy of 
the whole matter. 


Dr. E. E. Gillespie expressed the belief that the 
hr i had not done what the Assembly had di- 
rected. 


Rev. W. J. Gipson, member of the Snedecor 
Memorial Synod, expressed the feeling that the 
Negro Ministers’ Training is now inadequate to 
meet their needs. 


Dr. R. A. Bolling, of Cleveland, Miss., urged 
the approval of the Council’s Report in order 
that Stillman might go ahead with its Campaign 
for Funds that we might really do something for 
the Negro. ae 


Dr. McMillan spoke again of the plans for the 
enlargement of the work. He then offered a reso- 
lution approving the adoption of the Select Con- 
mittee. The Special Committee’s Report was then 
adopted by the Assembly. 


Dr. A. L. Warnshuis brought unofficial greet- 
ings from the Reformed Church in America and 
official greetings from the Federal Council of 
Churches. He spoke of the need for help among 
the European Churches. 


Bills and Overtures Committee 
Dr. Chas. L. King, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Bills and Overtures, presented their 
report. 


A motion was adopted asking that submission 
of the answer to Overture 3 be made to the 
Permanent Committee on Social and Moral Wel- 
fare for their careful study. This overture was 
from the Presbytery of Macon and had to do with 
the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church cor- 
cerning. marriage and asking that our Assembly 
enjoin its ministers to fully instruct their cor 
gregations as to the Roman Catholic teaching 
on this subject and that before officiating at the 
marriage of a Presbyterian to a Roman Catholic 
they, the ministers require of the Roman Catholic, 
subscription to a form promising that children 
of the union be baptized and trained in the Pres 
byterian faith, and further promising that the Pres 
byterian party in the union will not submit to ar 
other marriage ceremony. 3 
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Foreign Relations : 
Dr. Walter L. Lingle, Chairman, presented the 
Foreign Relations Report. : 


Pending consideration of the report, Dr. Dun- 
bar H. Ogden and Dr. J. McDowell Richards were 
granted the privileges of the floor. 


By a large majority the Assembly voted to con- 
tinue its Committee on Co-operation and Union 
with instructions to proceed upon the lines al- 
ready begun under the direction of previous As- 
semblies and endeavor to perfect as soon as prac- 
ticable the plan of the Reunion of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America 
and the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
Eleven Presbyteries—Harmony, Savannah, Con- 
garee, Florida, Central Mississippi, Meridian, Au- 
gusta, Asheville, Pee Dee, Montgomery, and Roa- 


noke—had sent in overtures requesting, in one 


form or another, that the Permanent Committee 
on Co-operation and Union be dissolved and that 
negotiations looking toward union be discontinued. 


Ruling Elder J. L. Skinner opposed adoption of 
this portion of the report. 


- Ruling Elder William Rule, Jr., of Knoxville, 
Tenn., also spoke against this section of the re- 


port. 


Dr. Ogden urged the adoption. Dr. Wilbur Cou- 
sar spoke against this section. 


Dr. John M. Wells said the Church is not ready 
for Union and said that it would be defeated in 
the Presbyteries. Dr. E. Z. Browne, of New Or- 
leans, La., spoke in favor. 


Dr. A. J. Kissling urged adoption of this sec- 
tion and said those opposing Union reminded him 
of that passage, “they went out from us but they 
were not of us.” 


_ Federal Council 
Six Presbyteries—Asheville, Augusta, Florida, 
Paris, Kings Mountain, and Holston—had sent in 
overtures asking that our Assembly withdraw from 
the Federal Council. Pine Bluff had overtured 
the Assembly to refer to the Presbyteries the 
matter of withdrawing. 3 


Dr. D. J. Currie said the Federal Council poses 
as the representative of the Churches. Does _ it 
represent us? 


Rev. Robert L. Vining, of Piedmont, W. Va., 


said: “Our Church is a Creedal Church. The Fed- 


eral Council is without an evangelical creed. The 
liberals dominate the Council.” He then quoted 
from a recent book by Bishop Oxnam, now Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council, in which he speaks 
of God as a “dirty bully.” 


Rev. I. M. Ellis, of Gastonia, N. C., reminded 
the Assembly of the actions of the 1943 and 1944 
Assemblies voting their judgment that the issue 
should be submitted to the Presbyteries after the 
war and urged similar action by this Assembly. ‘ 


Dr. K. J. Foreman, of Davidson College, sup- 
ported remaining in the Federal Council, saying 
that this was more important than Federal Unity 
of the Churches. - 


Dr. Charles L. King was the last speaker in the 


debate, saying: “This question ought to be settled 
here. The Presbyteries have not sufficient in- 
formation on the subject. Here we have a Mc- 
Dowell Richards and a John M. Alexander and 
a Dr. Walter Lingle and a Dr. Dunbar Ogden to 
give us sufficient information upon which to vote. 
It would not be possible to have these men in the 
Presbyteries to give this information. (Here we 
think Dr. King really did bring out a point of 
real importance. Our Assemblies are getting to 
be more and more dominated by pressure groups. 
This has to our mind been more and more evident 
for the past five years. H.B.D.) 


President’s Representative 
At The Vatican 
The Committee’s request that the Assembly re- 
quest the withdrawal of the personal reprsenta- 
tive at the Vatican was sustained without objec- 
tion. 


Religious Education And 
Publication 

Dr. James E. Bear, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee, presented the report of the Commit- 
tee on Religious Education and Publication. Dr. 
E. D. Grant introduced the members of the Re- 
ligious Education Committee, the regional Di- 
rectors, workers of the Committee, and others. 


Rev. Joseph M. Garrison spoke to the Assembly 
regarding the progress of the Church’s student 
work. Mr. Garrison has resigned this work, effec- 
tive September 1. Rev. Henry G. Goodykoontz, 
of Denton, Tex., succeeds him. 


FIFTH DAY 

Tuesday, May 29th. 

Ruling Elder C. R. Bolton offered a resolution 
commending President Truman for his seeking of 
God’s guidance in prayer and expressing the As- 
sembly’s prayers on the behalf of the President, 
which was adopted by standing vote. 


Dr. M. A. Boggs, Chairman, presented the re- 
port of the Standing Committee on Stewardship. 
This report called upon the Assembly to make 
a real advance in its support of the work of the 
Kingdom, through an increase of $500,00 in the 
regular benevolent budget, through a $500,000 
Campaign for the Assembly’s Training School, 
and through a $500,000 Campaign for Stillman 


Institute. 


The suggestion that Special Offerings be done 
away with was granted, but certain causes which 
have heretofore been raised by special offerings 
are to be put in the budget as follows: Defense 
Service Council 7 percent or $186,550; War Relief 
3 percent or $79,950; Evangelism .75 percent or 
$20,254; Radio 1.25 percent or $33,046. 


The matter of setting up a Central Treasurer 
for the Assembly Causes was recommitted for 
further study and report to the next Assembly. 


Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., Secretary of Steward- 
ship, was heard in connection with this report. He 
said the people of our churches are more ready 
to give than the church courts and pastors are to 
ask and that we needed to make a real advance in 
our Stewardship emphasis. 


The Devotional Service was led by Rev. James 
Sprunt. Ruling Elder Wm. Rule, Jr., presented 
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the report of this Standing Committee, which was 
amended and adopted. 


The Report of the Ad Interim Committee on 
the Radio was adopted. 


Dr. Homer McMillan, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee, presented the report on Foreign 
Missions, which was adopted. 


The Assembly expressed its gratitude to God 
for His great mercies that have followed our For- 
eign Missions during the year just passed. 


Executive Secretary C. Darby Fulton led the 
Assembly in a tribute to the life and work of the 
late Dr. Egbert W. Smith, who served our Church 
so long and so ably as Secretary of Foreign 
Missions. 


The Assembly called upon our youth to hear 
the Foreign Mission challenge. 


The election of Rev. Richard T. Gillespie as 
Candidate Secretary for a term of three years 
was confirmed by the Assembly. 


Home Missions 


Dr. John E. Abbott, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Assembly’s Home Missions, pre- 
sented this report, which was adopted. 


The Assembly expressed appreciation for the 
year of capable leadership of Dr. C. H. Pritchard 
as Executive Secretary and the able assistance of 
Dr. Homer McMillan as General Secretary. | 


Attention was called to the outstanding record 
of Snedecor Memorial Synod in Sunday School 
enrollment and to the growing interest in Negro 
evangelism upon the part of the white churches. 


Social And Moral Welfare 


Dr. K. J. Foreman, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare, pre- 
sented the report for this committee. One recom- 
mendation of this Committee caused considerable 
debate. It was that: “The permanent Committee 


on Social and Moral Welfare be empowered to act | 


and speak in its own name as a Committee on a 
Christian Peace.” This was adopted. Another 
recommendation which was adopted without debate 
but which may have just as far reaching results 
for our Assembly was the authorization by the 
Assembly of a Pre-Assembly Meeting in 1946 on 
the General Theme of Christian Relations, under 
the direction of the Permanent Committee (set up 
by this Assembly) on Social and Moral Welfare, 
open to the commissioners and other members of 
the Church, at their own expense; and that similar 
meetings under the direction of the corresponding 
Synod’s Committees be commended to the Synods. 


Mountain Retreat Association 


Rev. I. M. Ellis, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee, presented the report on the Mountain Re- 
treat Association, which was amended and adopted. 


Dr. R. C. Anderson and Mr. J. H. Robertson 
were commended for their efficient management 
of the Association’s affairs. 


Personnel Of Committees 


The Moderator announced his appointment of 
members of committees as follows: 


Ad Interim Committee on Negro Education: 
Price M. Gwynn, Frank C. Brown, J. McD. Rich. 
ards, J. S. Land, G. W. Gideon, Judge Julian 
Alexander, and M. Ray Doubles. : 


Committee on Worship: W. A. Benfield, Jr., 
to serve with the Moderator and the Stated Clerk. 


Ad Interim Committee on Names of Committees: | 


E. B. MeGukin, W. T. Thompson, W. L. Carson, 
A. L. Currie, Hugh Bradley, J. S. Blair Buck. 
The Minister And His Work 


Dr. Lloyd Courtney, Chairman, presented the 
report of this Committee. The report was adopted. 


Consideration of the matter of term pastorates 


was continued for another year. Further study 
to be given to the work of correlating the work 
of Presbytery and Synod. Commissions of Pres- 
byteries urged to consult the Defense Service 
Council in placing returning chaplains in the 
pastorates. 


Training School For Lay Workers | 


Dr. R. Wilbur Cousar, Chairman, presented the 


report of the Standing Committee, which was 
amended and adopted. Dr. Henry Wade DuBose 
and his gifted faculty and splendid corps of work- 
ers were commended for the fine work of the past 
year. 


Woman’s Work 

Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, Chairman, presented the 
report of the Standing Committee. ‘‘Woman’s 
Work has been such as to impress us with its 
thoroughness, effectiveness, and far-reachingness 
God has richly blessed the efforts of the Women 
of the Church, as their report shows.” The As- 
sembly by a rising vote expressed its appreciation 
of the splendid work done by Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Secretary of Woman’s Work, and Mrs. 
John P. Walker, Chairman of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, and by all others who 
have had places of leadership in the Woman’s 
ee of the Presbyterian Church in the Uni 
tates. : 


Bible Cause 3 
Rev. E. E. Newberry, Chairman, presented the 
report of the Standing Committee on Bible Cause, 


which was adopted. “In times like these. when 


the souls of men are being disturbed with the 
many perplexing problems of life, much conso- 
lation is found in John 5:29: “Search the scrip- 
tures for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me.’’ 


Visitation Evangelism : 
Dr. H. H. Thompson made a brief talk, calling 
the attention of the Assembly to the importance of 
Visitation Evangelism which is recommended for 
the forthcoming year. 


The Sabbath 

Dr. T. B. Hay, Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on the Sabbath, presented the Report of 
the Committee which was adopted. Local ministers 
are urged to approach ministers of other local 
Protestant groups with a view to organizing their 
lay people, especially business men, for the pur- 
pose of encouraging Sabbath observance and of 
counteracting all influences calculated to destroy 
reverence for the Lord’s Day. Faculties of our 
Theological Seminaries are urged to stress the 
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teaching of the standards of the Presbyterian 


Church touching the holiness of the Lord’s Day 


and its observance by precept and example. Lead- 


ers of Young People’s groups, conferences and 


conventions are urged to give particular attention 
to the matter of Sabbath Observance in all plans 
and programs for young people’s activities, espe- 
cially with regards to planning meetings which 
would involve travel on the Lord’s Day. Appreci- 
ation was expressed for the fine work of the 
Lord’s Day Alliance. All our people were en- 
joined to be ever vigilant in their effort to pro- 
tect the Sabbath from the demands of patriotic 
exercises and activities, from unnecessary labor 
required by industry and commerce, and from 
anything else that would deny man the privilege 
of using the day as God intended. 


Historical Foundation 


Dr. R. E. Hough, Chairman of the Standing 
Committee, presented this committee’s report, 
which was adopted. The Assembly expressed its 
thanks to Dr. Thomas H. Spence, Jr., and his 
assistants for their excellent service during the 
past year. Many of the Commissioners made a 
personal visit to The Historical Foundation Head- 
quarters while at Montreat and expressed great in- 
terest in the things brought to their attention by 
this visit. 
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Theological Seminaries 


Rev. C. W. MeNutt, on behalf of the Chairman, 
Dr. J. M. Wells, read the report of this Com- 
mittee, which was adopted. The Seminaries were 
commended for their foresight in planning to 
widen effective service in the years immediately 
following the war. The Seminaries were asked to 
make full report to the Assembly as to the lec- 
turers and speakers invited to speak before their 
student bodies, and other matters of vital interest 
to the Assembly. 

Synodical Records 7 

Dr. W. E. Davis, Chairman, presented the re- 

port of this committee, which was adopted. 
Thanks 

Dr. Leroy Gresham, Chairman, read the report 
of this committee, which was adopted by stand- 
ing vote. 

Closing Devotional Service 
Dr. T. K. Young, the Moderator, led the As- 


sembly in its closing devotional service. He then 


made the following declaration: “By virtue of 
the authority delegated to me by the Church, I! 
do now declare that the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States is 
adjourned to convene in Montreat, N. C., on the 
23rd day of May, 1946, at 7:30 P.M.” apes 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 


JULY, 1945 
July 1: | 

Assembly’s Training School Appeal. 

Circle Meeting. Topic, “Say So.” How Do I 
Begin? 

Auxiliary Meeting. Topic, “On The Beam.” 
Special services of the Church. 

Special summer activities directed by the local 
church in the community. 

Special prayer for the fifty selected leaders who 
will work and study and plan together at Mon- 
treat; and for the three area conferences 
planned for Presbyterial Presidents. 


= 


Stewardship Of Responsibility 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew | 


_ “Noblesse oblige’? . . .Unto whomsoever much 
is given, of him shall be much required ... 
(Luke 12:48, King James Version). He who has 
much given him will have much required from 
him, and he who has much entrusted to him will 
have all the more required of him. (Same, Mof- 
fatt’s Translation) Clearly, through such long- 

Own phrases as these we recognize that we 
hold a stewardship over whatever responsibility 
in life is “entrusted” to us; and that the richer, 
the greater the trust (responsibility), the greater 
the Stewardship, the larger the account that will 
¢ Tequired” of the steward. Out of acceptance 
of this principle of high-thinking, knighthood in 


its flower coined the beautiful French phrase 
(above) once so frequently quoted. May its popu- 
larity return in our days! He who spake as never 
man spake coined the simple sentence in English 
above which none of us can misunderstand, but 
which all too few of us accept as the standar 
of our own manner of life. | 


Whatever our attitude may be this Divinely- 
taught principle stands—that we can never be 
less, even as we can never be more, than stewards 
of the opportunities, gifts, responsibilities of our 
lives. We may fail to meet or flatly refuse to 
accept this God-given responsibility, but it is still 
His truth that we are accountable for our steward- 
ship to Him who so endowed us. We shall every 
one meet that day of reckoning with the Eternal 
Owner, and we only can determine how we shall 
meet Him then. : 


It proves true, too, in experience, that as we 
deal with this law of stewardship we find our 
own happiness now—as well as blessing others— 
as certainly as, so He said, we shall be rewarded 
hereafter for our faithfulness as His stewards. 
“Now in this matter of stewards your first re- 
quirement is that they must be _ trustworthy”’ 
(I Cor. 4:2, Moffatt), writes Paul, and he was but 
restating our Lord’s conclusion to two of His 
plainest parables on stewardship—the pounds and 
the talents. “Well done, good and faithful (trust- 
worthy) servant; thou hast been faithful over a 
few things, I will set thee over many things; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord’! (Matt. 25:23, 
A. S. V.) What glorious reward! 
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In a previous brief article on -this subject, we 
considered just three of the fields where good 
stewardship may be most potent today, especially 
in women’s lives: personal gifts and training, 
home, and Christian citizenship. But there is a 
degree of good stewardship over the responsibili- 
ties of life that concern all the fields, phases and 
special expressions of this grace—perhaps it is 
the sum total of all, and surely it is the most 
potent of all. This is the Christian’s responsibility 
to make continually sure that the whole output 
and impact of life is for her Saviour—the full 
devotion of her complete personality is to Him 
and to Him only. That elusive word, “personality’’, 
which the dictionary defines as “personal existence 
or identity, that which constitutes distinction of 
person, individuality,’”’ includes the quality of 
you, your individuality that pervades every char- 
acteristic and action of your life, making them 
beautiful or unlovely, attractive or repellent, 
positive or negative, noble or ignoble, and all 
gradations of all these. Do you recall that those 
good stewards of money, the Macedonians of 
Paul’s time, first “gave their own selves’’ to the 
Lord for whose service they also gave their lesser 
gifts? You may be a steward who recognizes her 
responsibilities and practices her stewardship in 
a number of separate acts of service, (gifts of 
money, time, talent) and this sincerely, and yet 
withholds this “full measure of devotion,’’ her 
very self. If you can coldly calculate your giving, 
its cost to yourself, or measure your responsi- 
bility as a Christian steward by anything lower 
than your Saviour’s love and gifts to you—then 
are you in truth at all a good steward? “The 
recognition of self in relation to God will issue 
in the recognition of self to man,” says Campbell 
Morgan. These two are the basic attitudes toward 
stewardship, as toward all living. 


But Christian principles of stewardship can 
become effective in our lives only through 
_ methods of expression, some ways through which 
we may render account of our accepted responsi- 
bility. ““What!’’ you say. “Do so petty a thing 
as keep a pen-and-ink (or typewriter!) record of 
what I do and give as a Christian steward!’’ Well, 
we are, all of us, rather petty creatures, more or 
less, in comparison with Him who bestows this 
stewardship upon us. “Human nature, (even re- 
deemed human nature) cannot be trusted to carry 
out its generous impulses. If I could succeed in 
‘Winding you up to the determination to do gen- 
erous things you would run down before next 
Sunday, without some sort of binding pledge—a 
ratchet to hold you up to the pitch you have 
reached.” So said a great preacher to his church, 
and so attests every written promise to pay the 
money we owe, every signed marriage certificate, 
even every solemnly spoken vow we take in be- 
coming church members. We may not like this 
weakness in ourselves, but we know it is true 
of so vast a majority of us that such pledges are 
necessary to hold society, even the church and 
sacred marriages together. We might be true to 
these best intentions without any outward sign 
or seal of them—but our human habits are far 
from assuring us that we would be. 


So, you will find it wise to open and keep 
strictly, for at least one whole year, a “Steward- 
ship Account,” with a money department, a time 
section, a “‘special’’ one, and so on. You will stand 
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amazed at the littleness of your giving, in money, 
when compared with what you poured out for 


- your own needs! One week’s record of time-gifts 


will be enough to convince most of us that the 
least measure, the tithe, is far beyond our present 
devotion of time to Kingdom service. “Put down 
in black and white every little thing I give anq 
do and count it all up, and glory in it? Can that 
really help me to grow in the grace of steward- 
ship?”? No, but make very sure by written records 
for yourself alone, you do give enough to meet 
your plain stewardship responsibilities; then add, 
in secret, with no records save those kept Above, 
all your heart calls for, and rejoice in God’s love, 
as one of His “cheerful” givers! Remember “Christ 
does not begin His reckoning until all superfluities 
have been peeled and stripped away. The things 
that we can spare carry no blood. The things that 
we can ill spare carry part of ourselves and are 
alive.”’ So then let every one of us give account 
of himself to God. (Rom. 14:12). 


“Such standards are high,’ we sigh, “I cannot 
attain unto them.” Indeed no, we cannot, except 
through a ceaseless inflow of the love that brought 
our Lord to give Himself for us. Stewardship and 
giving seem almost synonymous at first thought, 
but back of all such giving must be constant 
getting, an ever richer possession of Him, so that 
we can, then, give to Him who first gives Himself 
to us. “Apart from me ye can do nothing,” He 
said (John 15:5). All the church work we do, all 
the gifts we make, all the time and talents we 
use in church-life or community service are only 
imitation gifts—artificial fruit, tied to the vine 
by the énergies of our own strength and wisdon, 
without fragrance or taste, or vitality. We must 
abide in the True Vine so His life can flow in 
and produce the living fruit. Here is the deep, 
inner secret of true stewardship—His life and 
power becoming ours through our abiding in His 
word, through loving obedience to Him, and in 
love for one another. . 


How can I begin to reach out after such living? 
There is no possibility for growth in any Christian 
grace except through a growing prayer-life. Pray- 
ing is the very first step toward meeting all 
the responsibilities of our stewardship. Prayer 
must become the unceasing channel for receiving 
His fullness, in order to meet our high obligation 
as intercessor. Prayer must be the final test 
through which we measure our gifts somewhat as 
God does, whether time, talents, money, service 
or the wholehearted love that prompts them sll. 
Whatever your gift may be, remember: 


“Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure, 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.” 


Does such a life of complete devotion to God, 
seem no less than slavery to you? Do you feel all 
joy must die in such an atmosphere of constant 
obligation and responsibility? Is not such service 
only bondage and such Christians mere bone 
servants? Remember then the bond-servant be 
came such only upon his free-will declaration, 

love my Master, I will not go free,” (Ex. 21:1-11, 
and so became his for life. You will find youl 
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heart’s experience echoing Bishop Moule’s con- 
clusion: “The ransom that releases also purchases; 
the Lord’s free man is also the Lord’s property. 
_,, To be a bond-servant is terrible in the ab- 
stract; to be Jesus Christ’s bond-servant is para- 
dise in the concrete. Self-surrender taken alone is 
a plunge into a cold void: when it is surrender 


to the Son of God who gave Himself for me it is > 


the bright home-coming of the soul to the seat 
and sphere of life and power!” 


So we find, here and now, that joy promised to 
faithful stewards. When this surrender of love 
is made, when this stewardship of responsibility is 
accepted, by His people, then the joy of Him, 
who came to do not His own will but His Father’s, 
will in truth become ours, and that glad day will 
dawn once more when His church militant shall 
be His channel for such an outpouring of His 
Spirit’s Power as can and will save even this 
sin-cursed world of 1945! 


Sabbath School Lessons For August 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 5 


Isaac's Heritage | 
Scripture: Genesis 21-24. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 16. 


Isaac is somewhat overshadowed by his father, | 


Abraham, on the one side, and his son, Jacob, or 
Israel, on the other. Both of these were such 
outstandingly great men that Isaac is overlooked 
and forgotten. But this quiet and peace-loving 
man was a man of faith and deserves a greater 
place in our thoughts. 


There are rich descriptions in these chapters 
telling us much of the home life and rich heritage 
of these patriarchs. Births and deaths, problems, 
tests and trials, funerals and weddings are re- 
corded. We see clearly the common, everyday life 
and experiences of men and thereby their char- 
a faith, and sometimes, weakness and un- 
belief. 


Chapter 21 
Three special subjects are seen in this chapter: 
(1) ‘The birth and early childhood of Isaac, (2) 
the casting out of Hagar and Ishmael, (3) the 
covenant which Abraham made with Abimelech. 


The Birth and Early Childhood of Isaac. At last 
the long-expected child is born. No name could be 
more appropriate than the one designated by 
God and given to him by _ his parents. Isaac 
(laughter) might commemorate four sorts of 
laughter, as suggested by Leupold: (1) the joy- 
ous laugh of faith on Abraham’s part (2) the 
laughter of unbelief on Sarah’s part, mingled, per- 
haps, with a gleam of faith (3) the rejoicing and 
gratitude of Sarah when the promise is fulfilled 


(4) the “holy joy of all who sympathize with 


Sarah’s unexpected good fortune.” — 


_ it was natural that Abraham should make, the 
‘great feast’? of verse 8. Everything must be 
done to honor the “little prince,” the heir of the 
wealthy Abraham, but all this “making much” of 
Isaac is sure to cause envy and jealousy in the 
hearts of “the slave woman and her son.” | 


The Casting Out of Hagar and Ishmael. The 
word could be translated, “observed”, 
continued process, and the word “mocking,” a< 
always mocking,” also a continued manner of 
conduct. In Galatians 4:29 we have these words, 
And he that was born after the flesh persecuted 
Im that was born after the spirit. The words of 
Hengstenberg are appropriate: “Isaac, the object 
of holy laughter, was made the butt of unholy wit 


and profane sport. He (Ishmael) did not laugh 
(tsachaq), but he made fun (metsachcheq). The 
little helpless Isaac a “father of nations’! Un- 
belief, envy, pride of carnal superiority, were the 
causes of his conduct. Because he did not under- 
stand the sentiment, “Is anything too wonderful 
for the Lord? it seemed to him absurd to link so 
great a thing to one so small.” | 


At first sight it seemed a very hard and cruel 
thing to do, but there was deeper reason than mere 
displeasure on Sarah’s part. God approves the step, 
so grevious to Abraham. The demand of Sarah 
was to be carried out. God, however takes care 
of both mother and son. “God was with the lad” 
and the promises made to the mother were ful- 
filled. Let us not imagine that the bread and 
bottle of water were the only things given to the 
two, just because nothing else is mentioned. No 
doubt the rich Abraham gave them plenty of 
“money” or “gifts” to keep them from poverty. 
The water and bread are mentioned because they 


are the two necessary provisions in a desert coun- 


try. His Egyptian mother naturally chooses an 
Egyptian wife for her son. 


The Covenant between Abraham and Abimelech. 
We cannot dwell on this (22-34). : 


Chapter 22 
This is one of the most dramatic and touching 
chapters in the Bible. 7 


God tested Abraham to see if he still put God 
first after the birth of the beloved Isaac. It was 
a spiritual sacrifice which God wanted, not the 
bodily sacrifice of Isaac. It had to be carried out 
in such a way that this “surrender”? was complete. 
It was a severe test. It seemed to fly in the face 
of all that God had promised. 


The conversation between the father and son 
as they ascend the mountain (vss. 7-8), is as touch- 


ing a scene as we find in the Bible. | 


.God does not wish, or allow, human sacrifices, 
and He interrupted this. The test went to the 
point of complete surrender, which was all God 
intended it to accomplish. We overlook Isaac’s part 
in the faith displayed. He submitted willingly. 


The name that Abraham gives to this place is 
one of the great combination names of Jehovah 
with some other word. (See Jehovah-Nissi, 
Jehovah-Shalom, etc.) Jehovah-Jireh, “the Lord 
will provide,” is a fine starting point for the study 
of God’s plan of Redemption, leading up to the 
cross. God spared Abraham’s son, but He spared 
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not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. 
It was near this place that Jesus Christ hung on 
the cross for our sins. 


It is no wonder that the angel of the Lord called 


unto Abram the second time and renewed and en- 


larged the promise. Verse 18, “and in thy seed 
shall all of the nations be blessed” points un- 
mistakably to Christ. 


Chapter 23 
This is a sad chapter for it tells of the death 
of Sarah at the age of 127 years, the only 
woman whose age is given. Her death and Abra- 
ham’s grief are described in the first two verses. 


Then follows the bargaining for, and purchase 
of, the cave of Machpelah. This is given in char- 
acteristic Oriental language, and throws light on 
their customs. Abraham is in no bargaining mood 
and quickly weighs out the rather exhorbitant price 
without a murmur. 


This whole transaction is an act of faith. He 
wanted his descendants to feel sure that he 
believed the promises of God. 


Chapter 24 
This delightfully lovely chapter is as bright as 
the other was sad. The one describes a funeral; 
the other a wedding. . 


Abraham is very wise in choosing a wife for 
his son. No heathen woman would do. It would 
be well for Christians to stop and think. 


The faithfulness, integrity, and love of the old 
servant is worth studying. It throws a flood of 
light on the relationship of master and servant, 
and also on the character of both. 


It took no little faith on the part of Rebekah 
to answer so certainly and so quickly, “I will 
go.” (vs. 48). 


A revealing glimpse of Isaac’s character in both 
verse 63 where he is found “meditating” (pray- 
ing), and in verse 67. The coming of Rebekah 
brought comfort and love into Isaac’s tent. 


Isaac’s Heritage is a rich one. His father and 
mother were rich in faith, which was far better 
’ than their earthly riches. 


Do we not have a “goodly heritage’? Are we 
in America worthy of our rich inheritance? Are 
we preserving the Home, the Family Altar, the 
Sabbath Day? 


A rich heritage means grave responsibilities. 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 12 
Isaac’s Testimony To God 


Scripture: Genesis 25-26. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 107:1-9. 


Isaac’s Testimony to God was faltering and 
weak compared to God’s Goodness to Isaac. So 
let us think of 


God’s Goodness To Isaac 
first, as brought out in the early portion of our 
assignment. 


God’s Goodness began in a very natural way. 
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Although Abraham had Ishmael, and then other 
children by Keturah, whom he married after Sarah 
was dead (see 25:1-4), yet Abraham gave a4]] 
that he had to Isaac. (vs. 5). This does not mean, 
of course, that he gave nothing to the others, for 
it is plainly stated in verse 6 that he gave them 
gifts. But the bulk of his property went to Isaac, 
the son of Sarah, and the child of promise. 


Then in verse 11 we read “that God blessed his 
son Isaac.” Now, no doubt, Isaac was in a sense 
worthy of these blessings, but on the whole it was 
the unmerited Grace of God, for Isaac showed a 
good deal of weakness at times, and allowed a 
situation to gradually develop in his home life 
which caused trouble, sadness, and sorrow for all 
concerned. 


God was good to Isaac and Rebekah in answering 
his prayers and granting Rebekah children. (see 
vs. 21). Twins were born and the prophecy con- 
cerning the nature and destiny of these boys is 
found in verses 22-23. They developed into two 
very different types of men: “Esau a cunning 
hunter, a man of the field; Jacob, a plain man, 
dwelling in tents.” It was most unfortunate that 
there was partiality in the home; Isaac loving 
Esau, because he ate of his venison, Rebekah loving 
Jacob. (Dr. Alexander Whyte thinks that “love of 
good things to eat”? was Isaac’s besetting sin, and 
says that the death bed of Isaac “reeks with the 
odor of ‘savory’ meat’’). There was another strik- 
ing difference in the boys and it became more 
evident as they grew into manhood: Jacob, with all 
his glaring faults, was spiritually minded; Esau 
a “profane” (secular) man caring little or nothing 
for spiritual things. This explains the ease with 
which Jacob persuaded him to sell his birthright. 
(see vss. 29-34). It seems very probable that the 
young men had talked about the “birthright” be- 
fore this and that Jacob saw’ that his brother 
really “despised” or thought lightly of it. This 
does not excuse Jacob, or make his conduct com- 


mendable, but it does cast the greater blame on | 


Esau, where God and the Scriptures place it. (see 
Heb. 12:16,17). 


God continues His Goodness in chapter 26, 
promising him prosperity and protection and com- 
manding him not to go down into Egypt. (vss. 
2-5). When Isaac duplicates the lack of faith, 
fear, and sin of Abraham by passing Rebekah off 
as his sister, we have God protecting both husband 
and wife in this most unfortunate situation. (vss. 


6-11). 


In verses 12-14 we see another token of God's 
Goodness to Isaac. “Then Isaac sowed in the land, 
and received in the same year an hundredfold: 
and the Lord blessed him. And the man waxed 
great, and went forward, and grew until he be- 
came very great.” His wealth caused the Philis- 
tines to envy him. Are not good rich men envied 
for As same reason today by those too lazy to 
work? 


In the remaining section of this chapter, verses 
15-33, we see something of : 


Isaac’s Testimony To God 

In our Devotional Reading we have these exhor- 
tations: “Let the redeemed of the Lord say 5, 
whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the 


_enemy”—“Oh that men would praise the 
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for His goodness, and for His wonderful works 
to the children of men.” Certainly, in the face of 


all that God had done for him, Isaac Ought To 


Have Been A Good Witness for God. 


Isaac had a peace-loving disposition. The word 
“pacifist” has a bad connotation at present, but 
Isaac was the right type, showing a very fine 
disposition in all his trouble with the Philistines 


Wells are most important in a dry country 
where men raise cattle and sheep. There were 
three things which it was customary for these 
atriarchs to do when they came to a new place: 
pitch their tent; dig a well; build an altar. The 
first represented the Home, the second, their Busi- 
ness, the third, their Religion. So when the envious 
enemy wanted to ruin the business of Isaac, the 
wealthy farmer, they resorted to “spite work’’, 
“sabotage”, and stopped up the wells. 


Now Isaac was “much mightier’ than these 
Philistines, according to their own estimate (vs. 
16), and could have resisted by force, but he chose 
the other course and kept moving from place 
to place and digging new wells as his quarrel- 
some neighbors claimed and strove for each new 
well. He called the wells by very appropriate 
names: Esek, or “contention”; Sitnah, “hatred’’; 
and at last when they had peace, Rehoboth, or 
“room”. God had at last made room for him. 
Here we have a part of Isaac’s Testimony to God. 
He called it by his name, “For now the Lord hath 
made room for us and we shall be fruitful in the 
land.” Isaac was always ready to let people know 
that it was the Lord who was blessing him—to 
“Say So” before the heathen. Here was one of 
Isaac’s strongest points. He was not ashamed to 
acknowledge God before the heathen. God honors 
those who honor Him. Would it not be wisdom on 
the part of our leaders if we remembered this 
when we invite many modern “heathen” to a con- 
ference in Christian America, and not be ashamed 
to publicly acknowledge Him before them all in 
prayer? 


We see another bit of brave testimony in verse 
25. He built an altar and called upon the name 
of the Lord. He was constantly recognizing God 
- the Lord in the presence of the heathen Philis- 
ines, 


This testimony had its effect upon his enemies. 
When a man’s ways please the Lord He makes even 
his enemies to be at peace with him. Do we believe 
this promise of God? God can put fear in the 
hearts of our enemies and save many precious 
lives, if Our Ways Please Him. Do “our ways” 
in America please Him? Or, are many of our 
precious men losing their lives because we here 
in America are dishonorng our Lord? 


So Abimelech comes and makes a Covenant 
with Isaac. (26-33). Notice Why he came. “We 
saw certainly that the Lord was with thee’. So 
they made a peace treaty which lasted a long time. 
If the representatives to our “Peace Conferences” 
saw as certainly that the Lord was with us, would 
we not have smoother sailing at these conferences? 


It may be hard and even impossible to live at 
peace with “agressor”’ and selfish, and militant 
nations. War, as horrible and costly as it is, 
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seems inevitable in our sinful world, and we at 
times, must fight for the right and for freedom, 
but God can and will help us to make these wars 
less costly If Our Ways. Please Him. Let us never 
forget. this! | 


Certainly in our personal relations with other 
people, we can with safety follow the example 
of Isaac, for it is the way laid down for us in 
Christ’s words in the Sermon on the Mount. It is a 
fine testimony for God and Christ when we can 
live in peace with our neighbors even though they 
are envious, spiteful, and quarrelsome. Kindness 
and love have not lost their power even among 


wicked people. 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 19 
Jacob Realizes The Presence Of God 


Scripture: Genesis 27-28. Devotional Reading: 
Psalm 46. 


Introduction 
“The God of Jacob is our refuge’’—so the 


Psalmist sings in the 46th Psalm. The God of 


Jacob is a Wonderful God. He is a God of Marvel- 
lous Grace; of Almighty Power; of Infinite 
Patience. It took a God of this sort to make Israel, 
a prince with God, out of Jacob, the “heel- 
snatcher.”’ 


We ought to be very grateful that He is Our 


Refuge. We need His Grace, and Power, and 


Patience to change us from sinners to saints. Is 
He your refuge? Are you trusting in His Grace? 


Chapter 27 
This chapter is sad reading. Jacob, and the 
rest of the family, too, show up rather poorly. 
The Bible tells the truth about men and women, 
even when they are in the chosen line. The blame 
is distributed; all have their share. 


Isaac has his part. He knew that God had prom- 
ised the blessing to Jacob. If he had any eyes at 
all he could easily see that Esau was not the man 
to carry on the spiritual] leadership of the family. 
But Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his veni- 
son. Isaac seemed to be lacking in faith, good 
sense, and in submission to God’s will in the 
matter. He tries to thwart God’s announced plan 
and purpose. It is no wonder that he “trembled 
very exceedingly” (vs. 33) when he realized that 
his plan had failed. 


Rebekah was to blame. She loved Jacob and this 
partiality led her astray. She lacked the faith and 
patience to wait for God to work out His Plan 
in His own time and way. She, like Sarah, wanted 
to help the Lord. Dearly did she pay for her 
meddling. She was-.separated from her favorite 
son and never saw him again on earth. 


Esau never was a spiritually minded man, al- 
though he had some good traits of character, and 
acts more like a “spoiled child” than a man. When 
he sold his birthright he knew that the blessing 
of the first born went with it, and yet he wanted 
to keep what he had already bargained away. 
His “exceeding bitter cry,’”’ is touching, but we 
cannot have much sympathy with his distress 
when we remember all the circumstances. 


Jacob was very much in the wrong. His lying 
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deception of his old blind father is despicable. He 
paid many times for his sin, and reaped what he 
sowed both in his dealings with Laban and in the 
deception of his sons. Jacob, however, did have a 
real sense of spiritual values and had a right to 
the blessing after he obtained the birthright in his. 
stiff bargain with Esau. 


The sequel to this sad story follows. “Esau 
hated Jacob.” This hatred led him to plan his 
brother’s murder. Rebekah had said in verse 13, 
“Upon me be thy curse, my son,” and she now 
begins to see where her sin has led. So she has 
to do some swift thinking and planning. How 
much suffering she would have been spared, if she 
had simply trusted God to fulfill His promise! Do 
we not bring much sorrow and suffering upon our- 
selves and our loved ones in much the same way? 
Do we not need to pray, “teach me thy will, O 
hp oe and “teach me to wait patiently for the 


There is little mutual understanding and frank 
truthfulness in this home, so instead of stating the 
case plainly Rebekah resorts to another subter- 
fuge, as we see in verse 46. 


Chapter 28 
This chapter is the main topic for our study. 


In verses 1-5 we have Isaac sending Jacob away 
from home, ostensibly to obtain a wife from his 
kinfolk, but really, as Rebekah‘so well knew, to 
escape the wrath and vengeance of Esau. Our 
hearts are touched as we read in verses 44 and 
45 of chapter 27 these words of his mother: 
“tarry there a few days’—‘“then will I send and 
fetch thee from thence.”’ Oh the sorrow that came 
to both as these “few days” stretched into weary 
long years: 


Genesis 28:10-22 


Here we have the vision of Jacob, a home-sick 
man, as, tired with his journey he comes to a 
certain place, evidently an open space, in the 
desert country. 


The story of the vision is one of the best known 
and beautiful in the Bible. The Sovereign Grace 
of God is manifested in a wonderful way as God 
gives him this view of heaven and the ladder and 
the angels ascending and descending upon it. 
‘“‘And, behold, the Lord stood upon it.” As is the 
case with all great men there must be a place 
and time when they meet God face to face. Here 
Jacob seems to meet Him for the first time. 


The Lord very graciously renews the promise 
given to Abraham and Isaac. He also promises 
that He will be with him and keep him and bring 
him again to this land. “I will not leave thee, 
until I have done that which I have spoken of to 
thee.” (vs. 15). Here is Our hope as well as 
Jacob’s. He that hath begun a good work in us 
will complete that work. We, like Jacob, may be 
poor material, but God can make good men out 
of “shoddy stuff.”’ A germ of faith was in Jacob’s 
heart, and with such a starting-point, God can 
work wonders. It was indeed the “God of Jacob”’ 
Who stood above the ladder and He stands above 


every ladder that stretches from earth to Heaven. 


Jacob’s reaction to the vision is somewhat mixed. 
There is Fear—an awe in -his heart that had not 
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been there before. This was the house of God 
and the gate of heaven. He wanted to remember 
the place, so he set up a memorial stone. He vowed 
a vow to God. (vs. 20). There appears to be a 
mercenary touch to his vow. “If God will be with 
me—and give me bread to eat and raiment to 
put on—then shall the Lord be my God,—and of 
all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth to Thee.” We would have liked to have 
heard a more decided “Confession of Faith,” ex. 
pressing a larger faith and a less bargaining atti- 
tude. For Jacob, however, it was at least a start 
in the right direction. Much had to take place 
before he could be called a “prince with God.” 
He needed a lot of the sanctifying grace of God. 


Have we met the Lord and made even a start? 
The God of Jacob can do marvelous things with 
us if we will place ourselves in His Justifying 
and Sanctifying hands. May the Holy Spirit plant 
the germ of faith in our hearts! 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 26 


Jacob Adjusts Personal 
| Relationships 
Scripture: Genesis 32-35. Devotional Reading: 

Ephesians 4:25-32. 


| - Need Of Adjustment 

His relationship to his brother Esau certainly 
Needed adjusting. No matter how much Esau was 
at fault in not caring for spiritual values, we can- 


not condone Jacob’s unfair methods in obtaining 
both the birthright and the blessing. His course © 


lacked faith in God, honesty and_ truthfulness 
towards his brother, and respect for a blind father. 


In Ephesians 4:25-32 Paul is exhorting us, 
among other things, to put away lying and speak 


every man truth with his neighbor, (vs. 25), and 


“let him that stole steal no more.” Lying and 
stealing have as much to do with disrupting. so- 
ciety and spoiling homes, as any two sins. Jacob 
was guilty of both. He had an excuse, as most 
people have, in that the blessing had been promised 
to him, but he pursued the wrong course and 
reaped accordingly. Anger, on Esau’s side, with 
intent to murder, was a natural consequence. 


So there was need for adjustment. 


| Interval Of Twenty Years 

Twenty years for Esau to “Cool Off” and twenty 
years for Jacob to “Consider His Ways” and do 
some thinking. 


These years had their effect on Esau. He pros- 
pered in material things, and seemed to have for- 
gotten his threat and lost his anger and hatred. 


But these years had an even greater meaning 


‘for Jacob. He had endured much! he had suffered 


much at the hands of Laban; he had learned 
— under the chastening and guiding hand of 
od. 


He, too, had prospered. He had gained two 
wives, two secondary wives, a large family, 4? 
immense amount of property and servants. 
had kept His promise to Jacob. Whether Jacob 
had remembered his vow and given a tenth to 
God is not so certain. | 


At last the time came for him to return to the 
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land of promise. “And the Lord said unto Jacob, 


Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy 


kindred; and I will be with thee.’”’ Circumstances © 


pointed in the same direction. Laban’s sons were 
jealous and Laban himself. not as friendly as he 
had been. So Jacob has a conference with Rachel 
and Leah and determines to slip away while he 
has an opportunity. Laban pursues when he finds 
it out, but is warned of God not to harm Jacob, 
so after a rather heated discussion between the 
two, they make a covenant and each goes his way. 


The Heart Of The Lesson 


Chapter 32 is our main object of study. ) 

Jacob’s conscience was no doubt hurting him, 
for “conscience makes cowards of us all,” and 
fear takes possession of him when he hears that 
Esau is coming with 400 men. (vs. 6) after he had 
sent messengers to let his brother know of his 
return. Jacob pursues a very shrewd’ and tactful 
policy. He calls himself, “thy servant Jacob” and 
dispatches his presents to Esau in groups separ- 
ated from each other so as to make a deeper im- 
pression. This method of “softening up” and ap- 
peasement worked, if there was any need for it, 
as we shall see. ? 


Let us center our attention, however, on the 
two most important things in the chapter: (1) 
The Prayer Jacob makes in verses 9-12. This 
prayer came through fear, but it is a fine example 
of a child of God in trouble calling on his God 
for help. God says, “Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble.” It is a very earnest and humble prayer. 
Some have said that there is no confession of sin, 
but what do these words mean, “I am not worthy 
of the least of the mercies’? Is not that con- 
fession? What is it that makes us All unworthy? 
Is it not sin? Then he continues his plea: “De- 
liver me, I pray Thee”’—lest he will come and 
smite me and the mother with the children.” ‘Call 
upon Me—I will deliver—thou shalt glorify me.”’ 
How often we find the first part true, and then 
forget the latter part! 


(2) The Wrestling with the “man”. (verses 24- 


82). This, with the vision of the ladder at Bethel, 


give us the two great spiritual experiences of 
Jacob. In the first he meets God and seems to 
turn definitely towards the higher way. If he was 
“converted” at Bethel he seems to have made 
little spiritual progress until he has this ex- 
perience at Peniel. Here he surrenders to God. 


His name is changed to “Israel”, a prince with 
God. We seem to see a process of sanctification 
in Jacob. When the spiritual side predominates 
and gets control we find him being called, “‘Israel”’ ; 
when the old nature asserts itself, his old name, 
Jacob, is used. Paul says, “put off the old man 
and put on the new. 


Jacob met God “face to face” at Peniel. Have 
we met Him and surrendered? 


“T had walked life’s path with an easy tread, | 
Had. followed where comforts and pleasure led; 
Until one day in a quiet place, 

I met the Master face to face. 


* 


My thoughts are now for the souls of men, 
I have lost my life to find it again; | 
Ere since by faith in a quiet place, 
I met the Master face to face.” 


“If any man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” 


After this prayer and experience we are not 
surprised at the “Happy Ending’’,—the recon- 
ciliation between the two brothers. Esau “ran to 
meet him (33:4) and embraced him, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him; and they wept.’”’ Esau 
accepts the “present”? which is a token that “all 
is well.” The two brothers separate, but there 
never seems to be any “hard feeling’ between 
them afterwards. 


A Visit To Bethel Again 


After the terrible episode of chapter 34, which 
did not help his relationship with his heathen 
neighbors, we find saying, “‘Arise, go up to 
Bethel, and dwell there.”? So Jacob commanded 
a “household cleaning’ of idols and other unclean 
things. God protected him from the people of 
the land, although the sin of Jacob’s sons in chap- 
ter 34 called for “vengeance”. In verse 10 of 
chapter 35 God again tells him of his changed 


name. 


Two sad incidents occur in this chapter: (1) 
the death of Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, and (2) 
the death of Rachel as she gave birth to Benjamin. 
Sorrow was also doing its work in sanctifying 
Jacob and changing him to Israel. Can we say; 
“Let sorrow do its work, Send grief and pain,” if 
by these things we are drawn nearer to God? 


“Young 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For August 
WHAT IS MONEY? 
Introduction For The Month 


So often we hear people who say that preach- 
ers and the church should not be interested in and 


Preach about money, but there are two good rea- 
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sons why we Christians can not help being inter- 
ested in money. In the first place everybody about 
us is interested in money getting, and if we are 
to develop as Christians and reach others for 
Christ we must know what this thing is that every- 
body wants and we must teach them how to use 
it once they have it. And in the second place we 
Christians are exhorted by Paul to have in us the 
same mind that was in Christ, and Christ was very 
interested in money and judged people by how 
they used their money. P 
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Our committee has given us for our August 
emphasis the question, ‘‘What is -money?” and 
as we seek to answer it we need to keep clearly 
in mind three lessons that come to us from the 
early church. In the Book of Acts we see the Holy 
Spirit of God taking possession of the money 
and property of the members of the church. (Acts 
2:44-45 and 4:34). Then later we see the Holy 
Spirit dispensing with money altogether to do a 
mighty work. (Acts 3:6). And the third lesson 
comes when the Holy Spirit tests the. motive of 
those who have brought money to the church and 
judges them for their insincerity. (Acts 5:1-11). 
These three truths then must be kept in mind: 
the Holy Spirit claims for the work of the King- 
dom the money that we possess; the Holy Spirit’s 
mightiest and most important works may be 
wrought without any money whatsoever; and the 
Holy Spirit blesses and uses only that money that 
comes sincerely from a heart that loves Christ 
and wishes to glorify Him. When we have these 
three truths in mind we know that the church 
will never have to beg for money, and when a 
church lacks money for its benevolent work that 
is a sign that its members have not fully yielded 
to the Christ. | 


With this as background we can now go on to 
see what money really is and how it must best be 


used. Here are the four topics that we would sug- 


gest this month: 


2. Foolish Ambitions. 

3. The Conquest of Covetousness. 
4. Reaching Around the World. 

1. The Christian View of Money. 


First Sunday: The Christian View Of Money. 


Introduction 

Webster says that money is “a metal, as gold or 
silver, coined or stamped, and issued as a medium 
of exchange.” Money itself is nothing, it is merely 
a medium of exchange. It is the thing by which 
we give something and get something in return. 
During the early part of our lives most of our 
money is given to us, but somebody had to give 


something to get that money for us. And through 


most of the days of our lives we shall have to work 
for what money we have. So the thing we give 
to get money is a portion of our lives. Then when 
we spend that money, we have given so much of 
our life for whatever we get for our money. So 
money is concentrated life. By money we give a 
portion of our life for something that we want. 


But when we have given so much of our life to 
get money, and money can get other things in life 
that we want, have we not the right to spend the 
money for anything that we want and feel that we 
have a right to have, hold, and enjoy that which 
we have bought with so much energy and ability 
of our life? To have the right view toward money 
and answer this question we must keep in mind 
the following facts: 


1. The silver and gold of the world, the cattle 
on a thousand hills, all the created universe belong 
to God. (Haggai 2:8; Psalm 50:9-14; Psalm 24:1). 


2. No man can possess these things unless they 
a ‘(te to him from above. (John 3:27; James 


3. The ability to earn money comes from God. 
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4. God can recall His gifts and the ability to 
gain things at any moment. (Job 1:21). | 


These Scriptural facts lead us to set down three 
principles as the Christian view of money: 


1. God owns everything in the universe and has 
not relinquished that ownership to ‘man. 


2. God bestows His gifts and the ability to gain 


things on whomsoever He will. 


38. God requires of every man that He be a 
faithful steward in using those things and ca- 
pacities that He has been given. | 


Suggestions 


Let the leader introduce the emphasis for the 
month by developing the thought suggested in the 
“Introduction for the Month.” Some one may 
then define money as is done in the “Introduc- 
tion for the First Sunday” and follow on with 
a presentation of the Scripture passages that lay 
a foundation for understanding the Christian view 
of wealth. If enough bring their Bibles the speak- 
er can let different ones look up the passages 
and read them. Then he can formulate the three 
principles afterward. 


- This could be followed by bringing out the 
contrast between the Christian view and the many 


views in our world today. This contrast could 


be handled by a speaker or be a group discussion. 
a are some of the views summed up in a brief 
word: 


is still alive even though its German expression 
has been defeated,—might makes right, and the 
superior race has the right to take all the wealth 
that it can and use it as it pleases. 


Communism: According to this the Proletariat 
class has the right to possess all the resources 
of life and dispense them according to the com- 


mon good. 


Democracy: According to this all men are cre- 
ated equal in the sight of God, regardless of color, 
creed or culture, and have an inalienable right to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and 
whatever wealth a man’s ability and energy may 
gain for him. Bose 


As we follow down the road of democracy we 
see that it forks and goes in two directions. One 
direction is the way of rugged individualism. Along 
this pathway individual men are seeking to get 
money, to have, hold and enjoy it, and judge men 
by. the amount that they have. But the other di- 
rection is the way of Christian Stewardship. Along 
this pathway men are seeking to gain money that 
they might give it in service and thus show thelr 
love for Christ. 


In a world where different philosophies are seek- 
ing to bind men’s souls through the promises 
they make in terms of money, wealth and prop- 
erty it is imperative that we Christians use ou! 
democracy properly and walk down.the pathway 
of full Christian Stewardship instead of the 
pathway of Rugged Individualism. 


The Christian view of money, then, is that 
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money is simply a medium of exchange by which 
we give a portion of our lives in order to receive 
g portion of the good things of God’s world. Since 
our lives belong to Christ we use that which we 
receive to build ourselves up in strength and 
health and to meet the needs of mankind about us. 


Second Sunday: Foolish Ambitions. 


Introduction 


Recently a Christian personal worker was deal- 
ing with a nationally known radio orchestra leader 
about his responsibility to accept Jesus Christ as 
his persona] Savior from sin. The orchestra leader 
was thinking it over, and then he said something 
like this, “No, I can’t do it. If I did I would have 
to give up my career.” 


His reply sets graphically before us the sin 
that most of us commit as young people. We look 
ahead, plan our lives, choose our careers, think 


only of the money we are going to make and the | 


fame we shall gain, and never do we consider the 
God to whom we belong and whose possession we 
shall be using to gain all these things. When we 
plan for a moment, a day, a year, or a life and 
leave God out we are making foolish plans. When 
we build great hopes for our lives and never con- 
sider God we are having foolish ambitions. Let’s 
see why. 


Scripture Lesson 
1. God alone gives the power to get wealth. 
Deuteronomy 8:7-11, 17-18. 


2. Man’s life does not consist in possessing 
things. Luke 12:13-15. 


-8. God has the final voice in our living. Luke 
12:15-21 


(Notice that this man planned without God. He 
made his money honestly and fairly, but in his 
monologue he says 6 times “I’’ and 6 times he 
speaks to himself saying “my” and “mine’’. He 
simply planned without God, and we read “but 
God” and all his planning has come to naught.) 


Suggestions 

Electricity is not good or bad, it is a-moral. 
But there is danger in handling it, for when used 
properly it is a blessing to mankind and when 
used wrongly it can destroy the one who uses it. 
Even so money in itself is neither good nor bad, 
it is a-moral. But like electricity there is danger. 
in its use. When rightly used it becomes a blessing, 
but when wrongly used it becomes a curse. A good 
test for you is to think back on how you have 
been spending your money. If you have always 
been using it as “I’? want, and for things that are 
“My” and “mine” you better check up pretty 
closely because you are probably on the same road 
as this rich man. He was wealthy, upright, and 
Well thought of in his community, but Christ says 
of him “Thou fool.’ 


The leader, or some one appointed by him, 


could develop the “Introduction to the Second 
Sunday” and the Scripture Lesson. This could be 
followed by a talk along the line in the paragraph 
above, then some person, or the group, should 
list on the blackboard the things they should con- 
sider for their life work if they are going to first 


consult Christ before going ahead. Then in a sec- 
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ond column could be listed the things in which our 
money must be certainly invested if we are going 
—— it faithfully for Christ and not merely for 
se 


Third Sunday: The Conquest Of Covetousness. 


Introduction 


When we hear missionary talks about the far 
away heathen who bow down to sticks and stones 
we thank God that we are not as ignorant and 
superstitious as they. But are we so much more 
enlightened than they? And we are proud of the 
fact that we won’t keep company with folks who 


do such terrible things as they do. But don’t we? 


Listen to what God says: “Therefore put to 
death your earthward inclinations—sexual im- 
morality, impurity, sensual passion, unholy desire, 
and all greed, for that is a form of idolatry.” 
(Colossians 3:5). In these words God is saying 
that any one who covets anything, who is greedy 
about money or anything else, then the thing he 
covets has come between that one and God; there- 
fore he is an idolater. And notice the kind of 
people with whom God classes the greedy person— 
sexual immorality, sensual passion, impurity. Paul 
had this in mind when he said, “The love of money 
is the root of all evil.’”” (I Timothy 6:10). To be 
greedy and covetous for money or anything else 
is to be classed as a heathen. | 


But even after we have believed in Christ and 
have been born again our earthward inclinations 
are still alive and still seek to be satisfied in a 
life of greed. How shall we put them to death? 
We can put them to death by a positive and faith- 
ful program of Christian use of money. That 
means that we recognize that we are stewards of 
all that God gives us, and all the money we have 
shall be carefully used in necessary ways for 
making our physical life strong and healthy. Then 
we must include in that a thorough program of 


Christian giving. What is Christian giving? 


Scripture Lesson 
II Corinthians 8-9 


In these two chapters Paul tells of how the 
Macedonian Christians had responded to his appeal 
in their giving, and then he sets down the prin- 
ciples of Christian giving that the Macedonian 
Christians had followed. Let’s look at the prin- 
ciples and then compare them with what the Mace- 
donian Christians did. The verses are .all taken 


from II Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9. 


1. Christian Giving Is Governed By Spiritual 
Law. 9:6. (a) Voluntary but not arbitrary. 8:3. 
(b) Proportionate but not legal. (1) Poverty 
leads to greater liberality. 8:2. (2) Heart leads 
even beyond capacity. 8:3. : 


2. Christian Giving Determined By Heart 


Attitude. 9:7. (a) Motives for giving. (1) Dedica- 


tion of self to God. 8:5. (2) Work of God’s grace. 
8:7. (3) Practical expression of thanksgiving. 9:15. 
(b) Nature. (1) Proof of genuine love. 8:8-9. (2) 
Completion of full ministry. 8:10-11. (3) Uni- 
versal responsibility. 8:12-14. 


3. Christian Giving Guaranteed By An Able 


God. 9:8. (a) Every personal need abundantly sup- 


plied. (b) Ability increased for every good enter- 
prize. 
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If we will only first give ourselves to the Lord, 
use all our possessions as from God, and follow 
a program of Christian giving, then our money 
will always be our obedient servant and never our 
slave-master. 


Suggestions 
People are so afraid of money in the church, 


and most everybody seems to misunderstand what | 


it is all about; therefore it would be a good and 
helpful thing just to informally study these two 
chapters of the Scripture lesson together, follow- 
ing the outline and discussing how its truth applies 
to the way we use our money now. 


Fourth Sunday: Reaching Around The World. 


Introduction 


When you study the foreign mission fields of 
the world, when you read magazine articles about 
the conditions of people in other lands, when you 
see pictures of people in need in our own country, 
do you long to help them materially and spiritual- 
ly? You should if you are Christian. 


Too often we think of people only in terms of 
what they mean to us, rather than in terms of 
what we, under God, could mean to them. In the 
last generation a successful owner of a street car 
company was standing talking to a well known 
evangelist. While they were talking a crowded 
street car passed by. The street car company owner 
looked at it a moment, then said, “There goes 
a car full of nickels.’”’ The evangelist quickly re- 
plied, “No, there goes a car full of souls for 
— Christ died.”’ That’s the point of view we 
need. 


Scripture Lesson 
Let’s just run through the New Testament 
hurriedly and see how often Christians were aware 
of the needs of others and did something practical 
about it, or how often they were exhorted to do 
50. 


Acts 2:44-45. Acts 11:27-30. Romans 12:9-13. 
1 Corinthians 16:1-3. Philippians 4:15-19. 1 John 
3:16-18. 


Suggestions . 


Develop the thought that a Christian is a person 


who is aware of the physical and spiritual needs 
of others and does something really practical 
about them. Then ask the question as to how we 
can do anything about all the needs we see in 
the world today. This will take the leader right on 
into a presentation of the benevolent work of the 
church. A Christian is one who is aware and who 
wants to do something practical. Then through 
the channels of the church, by our money, we 
can literally reach around the world and meet the 
needs of countless thousands. 


Thought Progress For The Month 
We have been thinking along this line during 
the month. The leader ought to point out the fact 
as we go along and when we finish. 


On the first night we reminded ourselves that 
money is only a medium of exchange by which 
we give a portion of our life to get some thing; 
and since God gives us the ability to earn and since 
any thing we gain really belongs to Him, we must 
keep ever in mind that we only possess money, and 


the things it can buy, as stewards of God who 


must be faithful. 


Then we went on to the next logical step. [f 
this is true then it is foolish for us to plan either 
how we are going to make money or how we are 
going to spend money and leave God out of ow 
lives altogether. God has a plan for each life, and 
when life is over we want to be able to look back 
and write over our lives “According to Plan.” 


But we all need money for living and we all 


-want money, how can we avoid these evils and the 


greed that so easily besets us all? If we preseni 
ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ in full sur. 
render, seek to honor Him in everything that we 
spend, and follow His revealed program for Chris. 
tian giving money will become our servant and 
not our master. 


And finally we saw that a Christian is a person 
who is keenly aware of the needs of all men and 
is anxious to do something to meet these needs. He 
does this in his own community by personal] serv- 
ice, and by his money he literally reaches around 
the world to touch lives everywhere. 


| Poem 3 
Here is a poem that you may want to work in 
somewhere during the month. — oe 


| Selfishness 
I keep all my wealth—and I mourn my loss; 
For gold, in a skeleton hand, turns to dross. 
Love, friendship, and gratitude might I have 


bought— 


But I kept my wealth til it mouldered to naught. 


| | Pleasure 
I spent all my Gold—I danced and I sang— 
The palace I built with hilarity rang; 
Plays, revels, and frolics from even to dawn— 
But I lie here with nothing—I spent it; it’s gone! 


Avarice 


I loaned my good money—at grasping per cent— 


’Twas I who got all that you kept and you spent; 
While I counted my millions, Death plundered me 
bare— 

And this grave I sleep in belongs to my heir. 


| Love 
It was little I had, but I gave all my store 
To those who had less, or who needed it more; 
And I came with Death laughing, for here at the 
grave 

In riches unmeasured I found what I gave! 


Suggested Hymns 
Work these hymns into any of your services. 
They are all good along the line of the emphasis. 


_ “Give of Your Best for the Master.” “I Gave 
My Life for Thee.” “Living for Jesus.” “I Am 
Thine O Lord.” “Jesus I My Cross Have Taken. 
“Take My Life And Let It Be.” “Just As I Am 
Thine Own to Be.” “Saviour Thy Dying Love. 


| Helpful Materials 

‘ Two good books that will help you in_ these 
programs are: “Stewardship Parables of Jesus, 
by Roswell C. Long; “Money,” by Andrew Murray, 
Fleming Revell Company. ee: 
And our committee in Atlanta, Stewardship 
Committee, Henry Grady Building, can supply y 
with an abundance of helpful literature. 
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Method Of Introducing Bible Teaching As An 
Elective In The Public Schools 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie* 


The Chattanooga Plan, begun in September 
1922, consists of an elective course in Bible in- 
struction in the Public School buildings during 
regular school hours, with full school credit, under 
the complete control of school authorities as far 
as discipline and scholarship are concerned, taught 
by teachers who fulfill all school requirements as 
to preparation and certification and in addition 
have had Bible courses at college or Bible schools, 
and agree to teach the Bible as the word of God, 
without denominational bias or controversial argu- 
ment, referring children to their pastors, if ques- 
tions are asked as to such subjects; which teachers 
are selected and paid on same basis as regular 
public school teachers by Bible Study Commit- 
tees, representative of the Protestant Evangelical 
churches and or any other Christian agencies, 


sich as the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., together with 


P.T.A. and the school system. 


This Bible Study Committee prepares. the 
course of study, selects and places the teachers, 
raises the funds, and co-operates completely with 
the Public School Board, Superintendent, and Prin- 
cipals in all matters concerning the Bible course, 
such as shifting or removing teachers for cause, 
and answering or removing cause of criticism, and 
being completely responsible to their appointing 
bodies for the course of Bible instruction. ? 


1. The first step is to secure leadership, prefer- 
ably lay leadership, but not necessarily so, that is 
respected by the community. 


2. Second step is to present the whole project 
to the Protestant Pastor’s Association and, if 
possible, secure their approval and co-operation. 
Unanimous approval, while desirable is by no 
means necessary, and frequently can be won later 
by the actual experience of the successful conduct 
of the Bible instruction. : 


3. The third step is to present the course as a 
free gift to the school system (to the board, Super- 
intendent or Principal). So far as I know there is 
no state constitution, nor legislative act in any 
Southeastern State, and very few in the whole 
United States that forbids the school from accept- 
ing-‘such a free elective course. California and New 
York state legislatures have recently removed 
such strictures and grant released time from schools 
for religious instruction. : 


4. The fourth step is to secure the best possible 
teachers to start the course of Bible teaching. The 
Bible Colleges and denominational training schools 
are now preparing such teachers. Sometimes they 
are already in the school system. Three of the best 
In the Chattanooga Bible teaching were found in 
the system. The number of ‘teachers depends on 
the number of schools, the grades in which taught, 
and the nature of the course, whether for full 
credit for graduation and college entrance or not. 
In Chattanooga Bible is taught once a week for 
a full period, usually 55 min., in the fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth, grades (omitting ninth, 
as first year high school taught in Junior high 


schools) and five times a week in Senior high 
schools (limiting it, if necessary, on account of 
numbers, to Junior and Senior, or to Freshmen 
and Sophomores, if there is no Junior high school 
as usually only one credit can be granted to Bible 
for college entrance and high school graduation, 
although the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools has allowed for two credits in 
Bible, one in Old Testament and one in New 
Testament). These matters should be discussed. 

5. The fifth step is to raise the funds for the 
course. An apportionment to each church in ac- 
cordance with its ability and interest, a letter to 
individuals explaining the plan with a pledge card 
for an annual donation until canceled in writing, 
annual offerings of Sunday School classes, Wom- 
an’s Auxiliaries or Service Leagues, and lastly a 
Love Offering to be taken up in the schools, with 
permission of superintendent, by means of an an- 
nual letter, mimeographed or printed, and a coin 
envelope for each child to take home and return 
with contribution to the home room teachers. 


This Love Offering enables parents whose chil- 
dren are receiving the benefit, to pay in small 
sums, who would otherwise have no opportunity to 
take part in the support of this work. 


To keep from using tax funds, and to keep 
teacher and course selection in the hand of church 
= Christian forces is essential to the Chattanooga 

an. 


While all the above may seem intricate and diffi- 
cult, it may not be actually so. Many a difficulty 
disappears when the work starts. If it is God’s will 
that the youth of America should know His Word, 
there will be found a way of doing it in spite of 
opposition. Prayer will open many closed doors. 
Take courage and go forward with all the tact 
and wisdom possible, and it is amazing how easy 
it becomes to do the seemingly impossible. 


*Chairman of Bible Study Committee, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 
The Meaning Of I. Peter 3:19 
What did Peter mean when in 1 Pet. 3:19 he 
wrote: “By which He went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison’? 


Some have thought his words mean that Christ 
descended into hell, the place of torment, and 
preached to the inmates there. In the Vatican at 
Rome there has been found a picture of the early 


14th century with the Christ striving laboriously 


to release the soul of Eve. Perhaps this was the 
thought of those who wrote The Apostles’ Creed 
which says that Christ “descended into hell,” 
though the words have been explained as mean- 
ing that He was “under-the powers of death.” 


Others would interpret Peter’s words as mean- 
ing that Jesus went and preached to the inmates 
in purgatory; from which they may be delivered 
by the living with prayers and payments. But there 
is no such place as purgatory save in the imagina- 
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tion of Dante the poet and in the minds of those 
who put his imagination above the teaching of 
Scripture. 


There is no second chance to them that die 
impenitent and unbelieving. The Master’s own 
story of the rich man and Lazarus shows that 
between hell and the abode of the blest there is 
“a great gulf fixed that knows no crossing. The 
doctrine of a second probation or a “larger hope’”’ 
is a deadly delusion of the devil to lure men to 
destruction. 


Then what does 1 Peter 3:19 mean? Note the 
fact, that at the time the translation of the 
Authorized Version was made there was no clear- 
cut distinction as to the use of “who” and “‘which’’. 
Note also that modern grammar uses “Who” and 
its forms to refer to persons while “which” re- 


fers to things. Now put “whom” for “which” in 


verse 19 and “‘who”’ for “which” in the next verse, 
and the meaning is perfectly plain. Then we have 
“By whom (the Spirit mentioned in verse 18) He 
(Christ) went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison.” And who were “the spirits in prison’’? 
Verse 20 tells us that they were they “Who were 
sometimes disobedient, when once the _ long- 
suffering of God waited. in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing.” 


Christ did go and preach to the spirits in prison; 
and they were the wicked and disobedient sinners 
of Noah’s day, imprisoned in the bonds of sin. And 
this happened centuries before Christ lived and 
died a man among men. And the preaching was 
done, not by Christ in His own person, but in 


the person of the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 2 we 


read that Jesus preached to the people of Ephesus 
in the person of the Apostle Paul. 
—Daniel J. Currie. 


Resolution Of The Congregation Of The First 
Presbyterian Church Of Anniston, Ala. 


Whereas, the pastoral relationship which has 
existed for thirteen years between Dr. Melton 
Clark and this Church is coming to an end; There- 
fore, be it resolved: 


That the congregation appreciates the long serv- 
ice that Dr. Clark has rendered to this Church 
and to the Presbytery, Synod and General As- 
sembly, and particularly the faithfulness with 
which he has fulfilled these duties. 


That we value highly the undeviating loyalty 
to the principles in which he believes and to the 
fundamental doctrines of our Church at a time 
when they are frequently under attack. 


That we have enjoyed and benefited from the 
excellent sermons he has preached and _ have 
appreciated the beauty and dignity of the other 
services he has conducted. 


And be it further resolved, that we wish for 
Dr. and Mrs. Clark every blessing and happiness 
in their new home and assure them that our pray 
ers accompany them. | 

E. L. Turner, 
Acting Moderator. 
May 20, 1945. 
J. B. Holman, 
Acting Clerk. 
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Wings For The Soul 


“Be wise! 
Use well the present day, 
Clear purpose and resolve | 
Will always find a way. 


“Be brave! 
High courage knows no fear. 
The good you do right now 
Brings conquest ever near. 


“Be true! 
Don’t swerve or idly shirk. 
Life’s prizes are conferred 
On men who nobly work. 


“Be strong! — 
There’s something great to do. 
Have faith and really know 
That God will see you through.”’ 
—Selected. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 
| ‘THE SCHOOL OF PRAYER 
By Olive Wyon. Westminster Press, Philadel- 


phia, Pa. Price, $1.50. 


Dr. Dabney once wrote that all prayer to be 
acceptable “must be sincere and hearty; it must be 
addressed to God with faith in Christ; it must 
be for objects agreeable to God’s will; it must be 
prompted by the Holy Ghost; it must be accon- 
panied with genuine repentance and gratitude.” 
While Miss Wyon does not use the same words 
she comés close to expressing the same ideas found 
in this description. She rightly distinguishes be- 
tween prayer as practiced by nonchristians, and 
Christian prayer which is on a very different level. 
In making this distinction she therefore recognizes 
the mediatorial work of Christ. In expressing this 
idea she wrote “the Christian has ‘access’ to the 
Father’s presence, ‘boldness’ to enter the Holy 
Place, but this ‘access’, this power of ‘ascent’ is 
not the reward of his own efforts, however earnest 
and prolonged. We ought never to forget the 
symbolism of the Rent Veil of the Temple; ‘and 
Jesus cried again with a loud voice and yielded 
up His spirit and behold the veil of the Temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom.’ 
By His death and resurrection Christ has opened 
the ‘kingdom of heaven to all believers’ so when 
we pray as Christians we come with confidence 
as the forgiven, reconciled, beloved children of 
God sure of the Father’s love, the Saviour’s pres- 
ence, the Spirit’s guidance. This is the basis 0 
Christian prayer.” 


In the author’s discussion of the aim of prayer, 
she points out that the object of prayer 1s not 
to make a better man or woman or to get things 
done. She affirms that the object of prayer 3 
that “God’s will should be done in and through 
and by us. God comes first. He is the supreme 
object. His name, His character, His glory, His 
kingdom, His will: for this we are to pray. 
another place she has a moving paragraph ett- 
bodying the same thought. “The one sure 5 
of the reality of such prayer is the fact that it 
leads us to want in a way we never knew before 
to do and bear the will of God. We have one 
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desire only and only one devotion and that is 
the will of God. By whatever path of prayer we 
are led all paths converge at this point; the 
sovereignty of the will of God. All who seek God 
only find themselves drawn into this one practice, 
this one devotion and this means that we seek 
above all else: the glory of God.” 


While no book on prayer can take the place of 
the experience of prayer, we are persuaded that 
g careful study of this little book will lift us to 
new heights of devotion around ‘“‘the mercy seat.” 

—John R. Richardson. 


BORN CRUCIFIED 


By L. E. Maxwell. Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Press, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $1.75. 


The title of this book is taken from a state- 


ment of the French preacher Lacordaire who said 
the church was “born crucified.” It is a simple 
development of the theme, “‘The cross in the life 
of the believer.’”’ The author believes that the 
cross is the key to all situations as well as to 
all Scripture. In the expression of that belief he 
wrote “If I lose that key I miss the road, not only 
in the Bible, but also in the whole of my life.’”? He 
is convinced that we little dream how we are 
suffering from ‘‘a decapitated gospel.” The book, 
therefore, is written to show the believer that 
“from the moment he is saved he is so related 
to the cross that if he henceforth fails to live by 


the cross he is an utter ethical contradiction to 


himself and to his position in Christ.”’ 
Throughout this book the author stresses the 


fact that we are not only justified through Christ’s 


death and made legally safe, but we should press 
on to also become morally and spiritually sound. 


Although he avoids the fanatical extreme of | 


perfectionism he believes that to be content with 
sinful imperfection is even a greater heresy. 


In almost every chapter of this volume there 


is an eloquent appeal to every minister, mission- 
ary, Sunday School teacher and witness for Christ 
“to sink ourselves afresh into the unplumbed 
power of the cross.’”’ “To take the nonentities, the 
nothings and the nobodies and yet make them 
even in this infidel and unbelieving age a mighty 
host of God.” These messages are designed to 
arouse the reader and move him out of sluggish- 
hess of mind and slowness of heart. Anyone read- 
ing these twenty-five chapters will be spiritually 
reinforced. —John R. Richardson. 


ON THIS SIDE OF JORDAN 


By Rev. W. A. Zeigler. Published by Robert 
H. Zeigler, Benton, La. Price, $2.00. 


William Abraham Zeigler was one of the most 
original characters we have ever known. He was 
endowed with a marvelous sense of humor and 
When Christ took full possession of his life, he 
ecame a human dynamo in promoting the in- 
terests of the Kingdom of God. | 


_ This bookf consists primarily of a number. of 
interesting igcidents in the career of this unique 


character. W never read a book so replete 
With wholesome humor and at the same time full 
of touching experiences that come to an ambassa- 
dor of Christ in the prosecution of this work. 


There are twenty-one chapters in this autobi- 
ography. Some of the most fascinating chapters 
are entitled: “Life Begins and Almost Ends,”’ 
“Fleas and Black Cats,” “Louisiana in the 
Eighties,” ‘Soapstone, Skeeters, and _  Sects,”’ 
“Horses and Horses,’ “Bunking With the Bad 
Man,” “The Jew Peddler,” “The Old Oregon,”’ 
“Dusky Saints,” and “Sidelights on Salvation.”’ 


We recommend this book as a tonic for the 


blues, a remedy for self-pity, and an inspiration 


for more positive Christian living. May God speed 
its propagation. — John R. Richardson. 


IF 1 WERE YOUNG 


By Clovis G. Chappell. Abingdon Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price, $1.50. 


As the title implies, this is a book of messages 
designed especially for young people. The titles 
and texts are closely related. The style is pithy 


and epigrammatic. 


The dominant thrust of this book is that man’s 
highest obligation and choicest privilege is to be 
a sincere follower of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The author’s 


conversational language and 


‘realistic approach will prove to be interesting 


reading for our young people. Any young person 
who reads this book thoughtfully will be influenced 
to strive for a more positive and aggressive Chris- 
tian character. —John R. Richardson. 


WHERE ARE WE IN RELIGION 


By Joseph Fort Newton. Macmillan Co., New 
York, N. Y. Price, $1.50. — 3 


A plain, direct dealing with the application of 
religion to present day conditions when nations 
are unsettled in national and international re- 
lations. An effort to go directly to the very heart 
= _ religion that is truly worthwhile to indi- 
viduals. 


The author presents the condition of the present 
age as that of suffering. The age is pictured as 
one that would be of hopeless darkness were it not 
for the beacon light that shines out from the 
cleansing love of the cross of Christ and declares 
this to be the only source that can overcome sin. 
No light view for sin is offered. No soft soap 
theology is suggested. Sickly sentiment finds no 
lodging in the author’s thoughts. 


Religion is declared the life of God in the soul 
and produces the realization of the true value of 
life. 


The series of lectures or messages of which the 
book is composed, points to victory in any age 
only by the precepts and principles set forth as 
the guide for the life lived in accordance with 
the teachings of the Word of God.—R.L. Landis. 


LAND THAT I LOVE | 
By Irene LaWall. Published by The Wartburg 
Press, Columbus 15, Ohio. Price $1.00. 


Junior citizens of America will appreciate, espe- 
cially in this time of war, the story of how Fritz 


Von Dahlen, a German boy, came to love America 


and accept it as his own land. For eight years in 
Germany Fritz has instilled in him the doctrines 
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of Nazism until, when sent to America by his 
anti-Nazi mother, they were so deeply imbedded 
that he suffered great anguish in trying to adjust 
himself in a land that hated these same things he 
regarded so highly. Through the love and under- 
standing of his foster mother and other kind 
Americans, Fritz came to love America, but it was 
when the underground brought his real mother 
here that she pointed out to him the important 
truth—that America’s ideal is the highest welfare 
of all. —Lucile Liddell. 


THE IMITATION OF CHRIST TODAY 


By Winnifred Kirkland. Macmillan Co., New 
York, N. Y. Price, $1.00. 


Miss Kirkland presents a real] character view of 
Christ as One who meets the need of any age. The 
book reads as something especially fitting for aid 
to the tragic conditions of the world at the time 
when civilization seems to be at the cross road, 
when people and nations look for a star of hope. 
Imagination is divinely planted in the human heart 
and leads us to not only a realization of our rela- 
tion to God but to our neighbor, our fellowman. 
—R. L. Landis. 


SYMBOLS A PRACTICAL 
| HANDBOOK 
Compiled by Adalbert R. Kretzmann. Published 
by Walther League, 875 North Dearborn Street, 
Chicago, Ill. Price $1.00. 


One of the most appropriate and meaningful 
ways of enriching mimeographed sheets is by the 
use of symbols. Church School teachers and direc- 
tors of Religious Education will find this de- 
lightful handbook of Christian symbols of definite 
practical value. It contains one hundred and 
twenty-six symbols with explanatory notes, Scrip- 
ture and Hymn references, color guides and dates 
for each. Included among those shown are symbols 
of the Holy Trinity, the apostles, sixty-three 
church names, Holy Seasons, and many others. 


We appreciate the usefulness and beauty of the 
symbols set forth here and believe that many will 
be inspired to delve further into this interesting 
field. —Lucile Liddell. 


NARROW IS THE WAY 


By William E. Park. Macmillan Co., New York, 
N.Y. Price $2.00. 


Narrow Is The Way by Dr. William E. Park, 
President of the Northfield Schools is a collection 
of philosophical sermons delivered by the author 
to the Northfield and other schools. This series 
through philosophical reasoning combined with 
practical development may be well adapted to the 
life and thought of college students. A few of 
these selections apply to special days, seasons and 
events. 


There is a strong trend through the entire series 
for the ideals that strengthen the religious life of 
college students. While the selections as a whole 
are good; “Triumphant Over Trouble,” a Baccalau- 
reate sermon, and “A Great Commandment” have 
special merit. mR. L. Landis. 
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CHING LIN, CHINA BOAT GIRL 


By Dorothy Grunbock Johnston. Moody Bible 
oe 153 Institute Place, Chicago, IIl. Price 
aC. 


Written in language for children from the ages 
of five years to seven years, Shing Lin is a story 
of the boat people of China. The living conditions 
Oriental customs and religious practices are inter. 
estingly described and well illustrated with large 
black and white pictures. Little children will be 
delighted to color these pictures with their crayolas, 
As a climax to this story there is a very fine 
missionary appeal showing the fruits of the Gospe| 
of Jesus Christ. Little boys and girls will enjoy 
owning this book and having a few extra copies 
to carry to their friends when invited to their 
birthday parties. —Mrs. John R. Richardson. 


The Contented Church 


By Henry W. McLaughlin 


+The Apostle Paul says, “I have learned in what- 
soever state I am, therewith to be content.” Some 
churches interpret Paul too literally. What he 
means is, Whatever situation I find myself in, I 
have learned to meet that situation. Paul did not 
fret, and always submitted to the will of God as 
directed by his Providence. But Paul was never 
contented with his own attainments, nor with con- 
ditions as he found them in the world. In this 
same letter to the Philippian Church, he says: 
“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehend- 
ed: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward the mark 


.for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 


Jesus.” To Paul, difficulties were never too great 
to be overcome. He was constantly attempting 
and accomplishing the impossible. He reveals his 
secret when he says, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


_A contented church is a complacent church. A 
complacent church is proud of its building, and 
keeps it in repair. It pays the salary of the 
preacher, and all other bills promptly. About 30 
to 40 percent of its members attend church on 
Sunday morning. A smaller percentage of persons 
are engaged in some kind of church work. The 
rest are idle. It receives annually about as many 
members by certificate as it dismisses, depending 
upon whether people are moving to or from the 
community. It has a small Sunday School, poorly 
organized. It has never had any leadership train- 
ing, and does not think it needs it. More of its 
members die annually than there are persons fe 


‘ceived on profession of faith. It seems to have no 


plan for enlisting. the activities of its idle mem- 
bers, nor for reaching outsiders. It has shut 
Christ up in the church building, and the crowds 
that pass by on the streets or country roads never 
see him. If you inquire, you will be told, “Our 
church is getting along very nicely.” But it 3 
dying and does not know it. Such a church needs 
a program of Sunday School Extension to arous? 
it out of its lethargy and to kindle in it fires of 
enthusiasm. 
Clovis Chappell tells of a church in 
nessee which caught on fire. A man lived near tt 
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put for years he had not attended its services. 
When he found the church was on fire, he was a 
leader in gathering the neighbors to form a bucket 
brigade to put out the fire. As it was extinguished, 
the pastor said, “Mr. Jones, this is the first time I 
have seen you at church.” He said, “Yes, this is 
the first time the church has been on fire.” 


The complacent church needs to hear the call 
of Christ. 


“Advance with me, the Master calls. 
So may we do our Christlike part, 
Beyond the bounds of churchly walls, 
Where men are sick and sore of heart, 
The poor, neglected ones to reach, | 
The truths of Holy Writ to teach.” 


A program of Sunday School Extension will | 


prove a blessing to the church which engages in 
ij It is a sure antidote for low spirituality of any 
congregation. It is more than worthwhile for what 
it will do to the people, especially the older young 
people and the young adults enlisted in the task. 
It-is a testimony of many now studying for the 
ministry and training for other forms of Christian 
service that they received their definite call while 
engaged in some form of outpost Sunday-school 
work. —The Earnest Worker. 


Parents - Teachers 
Note This 


Dr. Archer Wallace tells, in The Christian 
Herald, of receiving a letter from an overseas 
chaplain in which he writes: “If God spares me to 
return and preach, never again will I think that 
the words spoken from the heart can fall on deaf 
ears. I have been. amazed and greatly encouraged 
to find how much religious teaching has struck 
home. If those back home knew how much of 
their teaching, by word and action, had _ struck, 
they also would be surprised.” oes 


The above observation corresponds so exactly 
with my own observation during two periods of 
civilian chaplaincy, one at Miami Beach and the 
ther at Fort Benning, that I felt compelled to 
quote it. It was perfectly amazing to me to hear 
the Bible knowledge possessed by some of those 
men in uniform. I marveled in their efforts to 
plece together some of this knowledge in order 
that they might have for themselves a working 
philosophy for life. I noted this fact also: that not 
me bey ever cited one of these little moral stories 
which are so often substituted in present-day re- 
igious education for the Bible and indicated that 
the story was in his mind and he was trying to 
build it into his philosophy. They may have their 
place as illustrations but not as substitutes for 
the Bible. 

Those of us who are charged with the respon- 
sibility of leadership in the field of Christian in- 
situction, should not overlook the lesson of today. 
It is everywhere evident that “bread cast upon 
the waters will return,” that God’s Word, prop- 
erly taught, will not return void but will do the 
work whereunto it was sent. Let us see that this 
son is given its place in what we are teaching 
children today that, when they face the challenge 
of their generation, they have within: them 
The Indwelling Faith.” J.K.L. in The Christian 


Holy Ghost Revival. 


Many have discarded Holy Ghost terminology 


for the Holy Spirit; but this is not true of some 


denominations, and when the Pentecostal Herald 
recently wished to urged the place of the Spirit in 
needed revivals, or whatever campaign might be 
planned, the whole appeal was for a Holy Ghost 
revival. We are indebted to President Kelsey of 
Sterling college for calling the editorial to our 
attention. It is as follows: | 


A Holy Ghost revival cannot be charted and out- 
lined in advance. It must be prayed for in advance 
but the outline of the details must be left to the 
ordering of the Spirit himself. The methods and 
instruments which the Spirit adopts are frequently 
baffling and contrary to human wisdom. The Holy 
Ghost refuses to be restricted or ordered by the 
methods of men. He has his own devices which 
are inscrutable and past finding out. Therefore, 
in order to have a Holy Ghost revival, we must 
give the Holy Ghost an opportunity to work in 
his own way. 


The Need Of The Hour 


A Holy Ghost revival is something more than 
a campaign or a crusade. The best that we can 


do in a crusade is to pray that the crusade may 


result in a Holy Ghost revival. This should be the 
goal and purpose of our crusades. Campaigns and 
crusades require a lot of pump priming. There is 
a vast difference between the pump which re- 
quires priming and an artesian well. We do not 
mean to discount worthy campaigns and crusades. 
They often become necessary when the pump has 
lost its prime, but our goal should always be to 
strike the artesian well of Holy Ghost revival 
power. It is possible-to prime a pump and obtain 
some good water but at the same time fail in 
securing an artesian well. It is possible to have 
a splendid crusade with some worthy results with- 
out having a Holy Ghost revival. 


Only a Holy Ghost revival can meet the great 
need of the world in this crucial hour of human 
history. Anything less will fall short of the goal 
necessary for saving our nation and civilization. 
Successful crusades and campaigns require much 
time and sacrifice and energy to put them over. 
But a Holy Ghost revival requires crucifixions, 
in deed and in truth, on the part of God’s people. 
The disciples in the Upper Room were first cruci- 
fied in death to sin, before they were filled with 
the Holy Ghost. The revival was then implanted 


in their hearts which flowed outward to the world 


with the spontaneity, power, and freshness of the 
gushing waters in the bursting fount of a moun- 
tain spring. | —The United Presbyterian. 
Does Christianity Lose 
By Controversy? 


The following paragraph is quoted from Mis- 


_cellanies of Rev. Thomas E. Peck, D.D., LL.D., 


Vol. I. 


The allegation that religion loses more than 
she gains by controversy, we answer in the 


words of Dr. Mason, that thunderbolt of war: 
the mismanagement of unskilful advocates, is a 
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